"I. nu or oe SG on 
* 1 * 


— — 4 


LO 


10% tf 
THE c 


R AMS HORN 
Sounded Seven Times upon lifeleſs Hills and Mountains, 


which ſhall be brought down, and the Mountain of the Lord 
(the true Church) exalted above all, and ſhall abide for ever. 
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THOMAS PAINE'S 
Second Part of the Age of Reason. 


WITH AN 


APPENDIX, 
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BY JOHN BOUSELL, 
OFTHE CITY OF NORWICH, 


A Worſhipper of the One, and the only One Living and 
Eternal Gop, and a Diſciple of Jzsus Curis7, 


« Lift uß ye a banner upon the high mountains, exalt the voice unto 
& them : ſhake the hand that they may go into the gates of the nobles.” 
ISAIAH, c- 1g, v. 2. 
«Al! ye inhabitants of the world and dwellers on the earth, ſee ye when 
e lifteth up an enſign on the mountains, and when he bloweth a trumpet 
© hear ye. Fes ISAlAH, c. 18, v. 3. 
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The Day of Univerſal Peace, Price 18, 


And an Address to Magistrates, price 6d. 
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PREFACE. 


T is a common ſaying, the intention determines the 
action] am conſcious my intention is the exaltation of 
truth, (according to the meaſures of grace received) and the 
well being of man. It is an age of great events the hand of 
the Lord appears powerfully at work both in heaven and in 
earth (in Church and in State); the viſions and prophecies con- 
cerning the deſtruction of the great city of Babylon, the mother 
of harlots, are evidently fulfilling. I appeal to you men of 
underſtanding on this ſubject - ſolidly conſider the records of 
the ſcripturc-—read the 11th chapter of Revelations, concerning 
the death of the two witneſles, their reſurrection and aſcenſion 
into heaven in a cloud, and their enemies beheld them. verſe 13. 
And the ſame hour was there a great earthquake;- and the tenth 
part of the city fell. This is come to pals 1n that violent com- 
motion wherein the powers of the earth trembled—in that 
earthquake in France, which was one of the ten kingdoms that 

ſupported the Church of Rome, and which fell ſeparated from 
that Church, and great was the fall thereof, taking away by one 


| decree 333, 333l. 6s. 8d. which was before that time annually 


paid the Pope, and by another decree aboliſhed all tythes. Not 
only the tenth part of the city of Babylon fell, but the founda- 
tion of the kingdom of Antichriſt was terribly ſhaken. How 
many hundreds of the merchants of Babylon are in this nation 
mourning, for no man buys of their merchandize any more? 
1 mourn alſo for theſe poor merchants, and for the ignorance 
and ſtupidity of their fathers, in putting them to a trade to learn 
the art of deception, having the appearance of angels of lighr, 
calling themſelves miniſters and ambaſſadors of the King of 
Kings, and ſaying, that he had given them power (pay them 
well) to pardon and abſolve them of their ſins. Alas! how has 
the myſtery of iniquity wrought in all manner of deceiyableneſs, 
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of unrighteouſneſs, not only in the church of Rome, but in 
every other church, form, and ceremony, not formed in the will 
wiſdom, and ſpirit of Gd. | 

But to return to my text—In the ſame hour was there a great 
earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, (read and 
underſtand) and in this earthquake were ſlain ſeven thouſand 
names of men, ſeven being a perfect complete number. This 
is evidently fulfilled in the forementioned commotion—all the 
names and religious characters in the church of Rome, Cardi- 
nals, all the various tribes of Monks and Nuns, down to the 
2 lazy barefooted begging Friars, are for ever ſlain in that 

ingdom: alſo all the various dignified exalted characters and 
names amongſt the men of this world, are in like manner ſlain. 
A folid conſideration of theſe changes ought to awaken the 
| tribes of religious merchants, under all characters and names. 
It is neceſſary for thele to examine the foundations of their va- 
rious buildings; whether they ſtand upon a rock, or upon 
ſands, as man muſt abide the conſequences of his own conduct 
in religious, as well as temporal undertakings. 

How do men of integrity ſhine as bright ſtars in che firma- 
ment? Theſe ſons of wildom, who move in the ſtation of di- 
vine appointment, and receive by influence heavenly light, 


which flows immediately from the throne of God, are as ſtars. 


that move in the heavenly orb—theſc are the lights of the world, 


which cannot be hid. Although there appear but few of this 


dignified number, I rejoice in a proſpect, I behold with an eye 
of faith, a glorious diſpenſation, wherein the inhabitants of the 
earth ſhall bow before the God of heaven in humble adoration, 
and worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth; they ſhall wait upon 
him in the ſilence of all fleſh, to be endowed with power from 
above wait to be endowed with that wiſdom that is pure and 
full of love. Herein lies the foundation of man's reſtoration 
into his morning innocency, as he came out of the hands of his 
creator—placed in the garden of Eden, free liberty to eat of 
the fruit of every tree, except of the tree of knowledge, of good 
and evil. On this ſubje&, read Emmanuel Swedenburgh on 
Free Will. I am ſenſible all my labour is in vain, except the 
readers are diſpoſed to receive a ray of light, flowing from the 
ſun of 113hteouſneſs, and walk in and under the influence of the 
ſpiric of God. 

I am free to inform the reader, I am apprehenſive the work 
of Thomas Paine has had a tendency to hurt che tender minds 


of 
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of the youth; on this account, I propoſe to make a few re- 
marks on his ſecond part of the Age of Reaſon, in which he 
appears to labour to little purpoſe. In the name of reafon, 
what doth it avail to the men of this age, whether the books 
ſaid to be written by Moſes and the prophets, were written by 
thoſe men, or not, whoſe names they bear. Again— In his 
violent attack upon the characters of dead generals and pro- 
phets, that none might eſcape the fire of his wrath, he treats the 
characters of the noble ſervants of God inconſiſtent with the 
character of a man of reaſon and moral rectitude. If his f:tend 
Buonaparte had employed his time in Egypt to no better pure 
poſe than to attack the ſepulchres of the dead, and employed his 
men, with their polluted fingers, to gather up their aſhes to 
throw in the faces and put out the eyes of the inhabitants, he 
will cut but a mean cowardly figure in hiſtory. Thomas Paine 
appears to pride himſelf in not being, as he faith, a perſeeutor. 
In the name of reaſon, what dark ſpirit could ſet this fon of 
duſt, meanly and cowardly, to attack the characters of the ſer- 
vants of God — yea, the prophet Iſaiah could not eſcape the fire 
ot his wrath. If a man's eye be evil, his whole body is full of 
darkneſs, In the name of reaſon, what ground is there to 
marvel if in the ancient records, the feriptures, there ſhouid 
appear many erroneous accounts? If we conſider the many im- 


preſſions and hands they have been through, ef men of various 


languages and profeſſions, what man in his ſenſes would have 
wickedly condemned the various authors as dark, delude.!, de- 
ſigning men. | | 

I. ſhall not take upon me to write an apology for the wicked- 
neſs of the men of that age—the wickedneſs of the wicked ſhall 
reſt upon their own heads. My objection is to this inaa's de- 
ſign to condemn the innocent, againſt whom he can bring no 
proof of the breach of any laws, either human or divine. The 
cloud of abuſe this fon of duſt pours upon the writings of the 
prophet Iſaiah, manifeſt the gall and bitterneſs of his heart 
againſt the Lord and his ſervants. If any man of reaſon was to 
read and fohdly conſider the heavenly doctrines that book con- 
tains, and the many prophecies which are evidently fulfilled in 
the deſtruction of various kingdoms for the aborminations of 
the inhabitants, inſtead of treating this work with contempt and 
diſdain, they would bow in adoration to that power ang wildom, 


under whoſe influence and inſpiration it was written, Take heed 
23x a2 ye 


- 


iv 
ye tender youths, how ye ſuck in this man's refined deadly poi- 
ſon. 1 appeal again to your reaſon—if a large heap of carth 
was mixed with common and precious ſtones, would ye not 


ſearch to the bottom to find the pearls of great price? My 
advice is to you as a faithful friend, ſearch the ſcriptures as a 


cabinet of precious jewels, ſolidly conſider the Juſtice of the 


Almighty in the puniſhment of the wicked in former ages, and 
alſo of his mercy and loving kindneſs towards his people that 
obeyed his laws. 

Again—This man's (Thomas Paine's) ſpirit appears bound 
in the chains of ſpiritual darkneſs, in hardneſs of heart and un- 
belief. Although he admits of the poſſibility of revelation, yet 
he faith, page 6, © I totally diſbelieve that the Almighty ever 
did communicate any thing to man, by any mode of ſpeech, in 
any language, or by any kind of viſion or appearance, or by 
any means which our ſenſcs are capable of receiving, otherwite 
than by the univerſal diſplay of himſelf in the works of the crea- 
tion, and by a repugnancy we feel in ourſelves to bad actions, 


and a diſpoſition to good ones.“ My belief is, a man might as 


well ſay in the language of the fool, © there is no God,” as to 
attempt, in his own dark imagination, to limit the manifeſtation 
and revelation of His power and wildom, light and love, to the 
ſons and daughters of men, the works of his holy hands. 

I do bear my teſtimony the Lord doth reveal his will, wiſ- 
dom, power, light, and glory, immediately by his good ſpirit 
inwardly in the ſpirits of his children and ſervants, whereby 
they are brought, ſavingly brought, to the knowledge of the 
truth, and experience the power and effects of this divine prin- 
ciple to redeem out of their fallen ſtate, and to tranſlate his 
ſpirit out of the kingdom of darkneſs into his marvellous light. 
Let Thomas Paine and his diſciples g2ze at the ſtars, and be- 
hold the marvellous works of the Almighty in the viſible crea- 
tion—let my eye, and let the eyes of all thoſe who love Lord, 
be ſingle unto him, who is the fountain of wiſdom, light, and 


glory, I allow the beauty and glory of the outward creation 1s 


the ground of admiration ; but how much more beauty and ex- 


cellency, light and glory, muſt manifeſt itſelf to the view of the 

' enlightened children of God. The viſible creation is a mani- 
feſtation of the inviſible po er and Godhead, There is a ſpirit 
in man by which he can comprehend the myſtery of the vitible 
creation of God; but it is only by the intpiration of the Almighty 
- man 
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man can attain to a ſpiritual underſtanding—as the ſun cannot 
be known but by its own light, and as the eye cannot lee che 
ſun but by receiving its image, ſo man cannot know God but 
by receiving his image—this is conſiſtent with reaſon. 


Ye ſons of reaſon, I call upon you in the name of my Lord 


and maſter, no more to deny the manifeſtation and revelation 


of the light and knowledge of the glory of God. Let this di- 
vine light ſhine in and enlighten your underſtandings, that your 


lights may ſhine as bright ſtars in the firmament of the new 
. heavens, created by the inviſible power and ſpirit of God—let 


the light of the ſpirit of wiſdom ſhine in the centre of your ſpi- 
rits, that ye might experimentally ſay with the man of God 
(Auguſtine) in this language Oh! thou, who madelt the hea- 
vens and the earth, in thy word, in thy ſon, in thy virtue, and 
in thy willom, wonderful ſayings and wonderful doings, who 
ſhall comprehend it? who ſhall declare it? what is it that 
ſhineth unto me and ſmites my heart, at which I both tremble 
and am influenced? I tremble ſo far that I am unlike it; and 


l am influenced ſo far I am like it—it is wiſdom that ſhineth 


in and unto me, and diſpelleth my cloud.” Read Barclay's 
Apology, page 194—* The end of my labour is, that truth 
might ſhine into your human underſtandings, and diſpel the 
clouds of error; and that ye might become the children of the 
light and of the day, and experience its virtue as an influence 
flowing from the glory of the Almighty, to be one uadivided 
eternal principle, that paſſeth through all things.“ ty v3 
Thomas Paine calls the creation “his Bible” let him read 
therein hut let me, by the light that flows from the {ptrit of 


Fe _ wiſdom, read in the inward law, wrote by the finger of divine 


love, the ſum and ſubſtance of the outward written law. He 
appears to own, in matter, the inward revelation of the divine 
will to man, by that repugnancy we feel in ourſelves to bad 
actions, and diſpoſition to good ones. In the name of reaſon, 
from what principle do this living impulſe ariſe ? Query 
what can give a clear diſcovery of good and evil, but the reve- 
lation of the light of the ſpirit of God, that ſhineth into our 
hearts? Take heed unto this pure influence—it will lead thy 
ſteps, and as thy ſpirit receive the tender impreſſions of divine 
love, thou wilt believe fram thy own experience that God is 
good, and that he is a rich rewarder of all thoſe who love and tear 
him; from theſe the Lord will not withhold grace, light, nor 


olory, 


vi 


glory, nor any thing good that is neceſfary for them in time 
the good ſpirit of God, the ſpirit of light and love, as it refides 
in the heart of man, it will keaven into its own divine nature 
again. T. Paine falls out concerning what is the word of God— 
I teſtify the word of God is truth; by it the wor I was made: 
It 1s not the creation, it is not the ſcriptures. Words ſhall 
ceaſe, and teſtimonies come to an end; but the word of the 
Lord abides for ever This word is the foundation of the 


righteous in all ages; it is by its power and holy influence the 


ſpirit of man is prepared to worſhip the father in fpirit and in 
truth; the influence of this divine principle is the foundation of 
goſpel miniſtry, and all that miniſtry which ariſes from any 
other principle is antichriſtian, that muſt be deftroyed, A ge- 
nerous mind will make allowances for undefianed miſtakes. 

Ere I take my leave, let me requeſt the reader ſolidly to con- 
ſider what is paſt, preſent, and yet to come. Our lot appears 
to my underſtanding to be caſt under the diſpenſation of the 
angels, miniſters of God, to pour out the vials of his wrath 
upon temporal, and alſo upon ſpiritual kingdoms, which the 
men of this world have eſtabliſſed in their own power, will, 
and wiſdom, and not in the will, wiſdom, and power, and un- 
der the direction and government of the ſpirit of God. You 
who are diſpoſed to receive a ray of light, flowing from the 
beams of the fun of righteouſneſs, to heal all our ſpiritual and 
temporal ' maladies, read the 16th chapter and 1oth verfe of 
Revelations—“ And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon 
the ſeat of the beaſt, and his kingdom was full of darknefs.” — 
How far this may relate to other earthly powers, time will ma- 
nifeſt ; but it is evidently fulffiled in reſpect to the over:hrow of 
both the temporal and ſpiritual government of the church of 

Rome in the kingdom > 2 France, and in the temporal city of 
Rome. How are all their forms changed and overthrown as in 
an earthquake. Verſe 12ch— “ And the ſixth angel poured out 
his vial upon the great river Euphrates, and the waters thereof 
were dried up, that the ways of the Kings of the Eaſt might be 


prepared.” —However the Tu kiſh empire may be affected, and 


their power and government ſhaken, yet this paſſage appears to 
my view to point forth a glorious day, wherein the Jews and 
Gentiles, the Kings and Waite-men of the Eaſt, ſhall come and 

behold not only the brightneſs of the ariſing of the morning 2 
| . | ut 
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but alſo the arifing of the ſun in its morning brightneſs. The 
flood · gates of wickedneſs ſhall be ſealed up. | 

I muſt lrad the reader to take a view of the great changes 
which ſhall happen near home, ia the kingdoms and iſlands in 
his quarter of the globe. Read the 15th verſe. to the end of 
the chapter, and behold the wonderful effects, turnings, and 
overturnings, under the diſpenſation of the feventh angel pour- 
ing forth his vial into the vital air, in which the inhabitants 
of the kingdom of Antichriſt breathe and draw all cheir comfort 
and conſolation. Read the following pages, and behold the 
great darkneſs coming over the ſun and the moon, and the ſtars 
that ſhall fall in theſe tremendous, approaching ſtorms of thun 
der, lightning, and great earthquakes, ſuch as was not ſince 
men were upon the earth, ſo mighty an earthquake and 19 
great, and tne great city of Babylon was divided into three 
parts, and the cities of the nations ſell, and great Babylon came 
up in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of 
the wine of the fiercenels of his wrath, and every iſland fled 
away, and the mountains were not. Under a ſolid conſideration 
of theſe remarkable paſſiges, there appears a diſmal gloomy 
proſpect, much more to the view of the inhabitants of Babylon, 
than the ſounding of the trumpets made of rams* horns. © For 
3 the firſt ſix days, I doubt not but the citizens of Jericho con- 
* cluded themſelves very ſecure, when they heard only the ſound 
of thoſe mean inſtrumeats wirhout- ſide of their walls—remem- 
ber the event, and be warned in time, all ye of every religious 
denomination, more particularly in the iſlands of Great Britain 
and Ireland. I again ſound my trumpet, and proclaim in my 
Lord and maſter's name, his controverſy with all the inhabited 
cities of Babylon; every fenced city, every, high wall and ſtrong 
tower, & every j-leaſant picture ſhall be marred in the near ap- 
proaching day, wherein the elements ſhall be viokntly amcared, 
the heavens and the earth, all the antichriſtian heavens, ſhall 
melt as with fervent heat, all the pillars of the earth ſhall trem- 
ble, and every iſland flee away, and the mountains of lifeleſs 
profeſſions mall no where be found. 

Oh! ye miniſters and members of the eſtabliſned churches of 
Rome aad of England, and all ye miniſters and members of 
every denomination amongſt the Diſſenters, a day of fiery trial 
1s approaching to prove all your religious foundations ; it is only 
thote who have been hearing and doing the ſayings of the Son 


of 


viii 
of God, whoſe building is upon the rock, that ſhall ſtand in that 
day. The mountain of the Lord's holineſs ſhall break in 
pieces, and be exalted above every mountain and hill formed 
m the wiſdom of men, and ſhall abide for ever. 

Once more I teſtify after the approaching diſmal dark night 
of tribulation, the day-ſpring from on high ſhall viſit us, 
wherein the morning ſtars ſhall ſing together, and the ſons of 
God ſhout aloud for joy. Time will not admit me to make 
remaiks on the approaching day, wherein the great city of Ba- 
bylon ſhall be divided into three parts. When the tenth part 
fell, daily report informed us of its dreadful effects; how much 
more tremendous in its conſequences mult be expected, the text 
plainly teſtifies “ there had not been an earthquake fo great 
fince men were upon the earth.” One part fell in a former 
earthquake, ſix parts fall in the approaching day, leave but 
three: ſtanding a while longer, probably Spain, Portugal, and 
fame other kingdom in Italy, under the influence of the church 
of Rome; but let not the members of other churches put their 
truſt in high mountains, or their little hills, for the hand of the 
Lord is upon every mountain and hill, and they ſhall be brought 
down, and the light and glory of God exalted over all, to the 
praiſe and exaltation of his ſacred tremendous name. Amen. 
Except the readers believe the teſtimonies of Moſes and the 
prophets, Chriſt and the apoſtles, concerning the glory which 
ſhall be revealed in the preſent and approaching diſpenſations, 
neither ua they believe my teſtimony, although one raiſed from 
the dead. } | | 


JOHN BOUSELL, 


Norwich, 24th 11th month, 1798. 
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N. B. Since I have written the foregoing pages, my mind 
hath been comfortably impreſſed with a ſenſe of che abundance 
of heavenly light, flowing from the kingdom of glory, that ſhall . 
ſhine upon ſome (I hope many) of the teachers of the eſtabliſhed 
Church in the city of Norwich, in the manner it ſhined on the 
apoſtle Paul, in his journey to Damaſcus. Like unto him, it 
appears to me the Maſt High will call, .angint, and appoint 
many of you to preach again the everlaſting goſpel, under the 
influence and inſpiration of his eternal ſpirit of light and love. 
This is the ſpring of goſpel effectual miniſtry ; it is only by the 


| influence of the ſpirit of the Lord mankind can be converted. 


1 am confirmed in my judgment, believing the diſpenſation 
is come, that the ſpirit of life from God will enter into the 
witneſſes, (minifters) and ſet them upon their feet, and they 
ſhall aſcend in a cloud (of glory) into heaven—into a heavenly 
ſtate of mind. The command is, ** open ye the graves, and 
let the dead hear the voice of the Son (the ſpirit) of God, and 
thoſe that hear ſhall live—open ye the everlaſting doors, and let 
the King of Glory come in; the light, and knowledge, and 
glory of God ſhall ſhine over all.” 7755 HOO 
The Lord will lay again, with precious poliſhed ſtones, the 
foundation of Sion in the midſt of the city of Norwich. The 
law ſhall go forth from Sion, and the word of the Lord from 
Jeruſalem, - 1 Wr Nb 
Now, my brethren, that ye might be prepared to meet the 


Lord, who is coming in the clouds of heaven, in power and 


great glory, proclaim liberty for any ſervant of the Lord, that 
hath his aa that he may ſpeak his word faithfully in any of - 
your religious aſſemblies, Thoſe that hear and receive the ſer- 
vant, hear and receive the maſter. I feel free liberty to attend 
any of your public aſſemblies for worſhip, if you are diſpoſed 


| like the members of the primitive church. If any thing be re- 
3 vealed to him who fits by, let the firſt hold his tongue, that the 
Lord, by his ſpirit, in the ſpirit of his ſervants, might be the 


teacher, light, and leader, as the promiſe is“ the ſpirit ot 
truth, that leads into all truth, ſhall abide with his church for 


ever.” Amen. Li 
JOHN BOUSELL. 
Norwich, 15th 1ſt month, 1799. | 
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giving an account of the vanots vitiſr udes, und the muny trials, 
and the violent attacks he was expoſed to, from the various tribes 


of tygers, bears, lions, and wolves, in his paſſage throuth the. 1 


witderneſs; and likewiſe hig narrow eſcapes, and a he 
deliverances. Wrote to the praiſe and exattatioh of that Pötuer 
that lives and rules, und ubides for ever; and for the in form- 


tion, encouragement, and conſolation of thoſe iravellers tuo have 
ſet their faces towards Sion, ſcr ling a city whoſe ſun never goeth 


don - uhere there is nd more curſe nor drt Mew heaven 
and a new earth, wherein dwells 1:ghteonſneſs. This wbrk will 


contain anecdotes both edifying and comfortable to the weaſonable © 


reuder. 
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Deepham, 11th 3d Month, 1798. 


W my head laid on its pillow this morning, a lan- 
guage aroſe concerning the kingdom of Antichriſt, 
ſaying, thy ſun is ſet, the ſhadows of the evening are come over 
thee, thy ſun is cloathed with darkneſs as with ſackcloth, thy 
moon is turned into blood, thy ſtars fall from heaven to the 
earth, behold a whirlwind cometh ſuddenly as lightning with- 
out remedy—thus ſaith the Lord concerning the prophets that 
make my people err, that bite with their teeth and cry peace; 
and he that putteth not into their mouths, they even prepare 
war againſt him. Therefore ſhall night be unto you, that ye 
ſhall not have a viſion; and it ſhall be dark unto you, that ye 
ſhall not divine any more; and the ſun ſhall go down over the 
prophets, ,and the day ſhall be dark over them. Then ſhall the 
ſeers be aſhamed, and the diviners confounded : yea, they ſhall 
all cover their lips, for there is no aniwer of God. Micah, c. 3, 
v. g. And it ſhall come to pals in that day, that a great tumult 
from the Lord ſhall be among them; and they ſhall lay hold 
every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand ſhall riſe 
up againſt the hand of his neighbour. Zachariah, c. 14, v. 13. 
A day of darkneſs and of gloomineſs—a day of clouds and of 
thick darkneſs, as the morning ſpread upon the mountains—a 
great people and a ſtrong; there hath not been the like, neither 
ſhall be any more after it, even to the years of many genera- 
tions. Joel, c. 2.— Read it, and lay it to heart—rend your 
hearts and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your 
God, for he is gracious and merciful, flow to anger and of 
great kindneſs, and repenteth him of the evil. I call upon you 
teachers, under all characters in this nation, to humble your- 
ſelves under the mighty God, and cry mightily unto him to 
give you wiſdom and ſtrength, and to guide you by his counſel, 
and take you under his holy protection in the near approaching 
day, wherein your foundations will be proved; give glory to the 
God of heaven and worſhip him, obey his word; the Lo 

B riſen 


riſen in his holy habitation, let all fleſh be ſilent before him, his 
hand will be upon every hill and mountain of lifeleſs profeſſions, 
and they fhall be brought down, and the mountain of the Lord of 
hoſts ſhall break them in pieces, and be exalted above every 
mountain and above every hill for ever. I ſympathize with you 
under a ſight and ſenſe of the ſtripping day at hand, for the 
hand of the Lord is mightily at work in the earth, to deſtroy 
the works of the hands of men; all the works which they have 
- wrought in the dark night of apoſtacy ; all buildings and. reli- 
gious forms of worſhip, ſet up in the will and wiſdom, power 
and ſpirit of unregenerate, unenlightened men, for man by 
earthly wiſdom knows not God; heavenly wiſdom is a divine 
gift, given to thoſe that in humility aſk for it, God giveth grace 
to the humble, and beholdeth the proud afar off. The day calls 
aioud for a thorough reforryatzon amongſt the rulers both of civil 
and religious governments inthis and other nations: read the ſa- 
cred oracles, and pray the moſt high to give you a ſpiritual un- 
derſtanding, that ye may clealy underſtand the myſteries of the 
kingdom of grace, peace, life, light, and love, and as ye feel 
the word of the Lord as heavenly ſeed ſown in the ground of 
your heart, and experience its divine operation to cleanſe and 
purify, and to convert and humble your ſpirits, and bring you 
into a childlike frame of innocency, ſimplicity, and integrity, 
in this ſtate ye ſhall experience the ſprings of immortal loving 
kindneſs to ariſe in your hearts and ſpirits, nouriſhing up unto 
eternal life, The precious gift of Code: fieely given to man, 
appears under various characters; it is called the ſpirit of truth, 
that leads into all truth, and this ſpirit abides in'tne church of 
God for ever: it is called life, for it quickens and preſerves 
ahve to God; it is called light, it enlightens the underſtandings 
of all that receive, behold, and walk in and under its influence 
and inſpiration ; the ſpirit of man experiences unity and commu- 
nion with God—this pure divine principle of love, as the ſpirits 
of men abide under its government, it gives dominion over all 
evil fpirits of wrath: come ye leaders and teachers, and in the 
ſtillneſs of all fleſh wait upon God to feel this precious princi- 
ple, this divine, living, eternal word and ſpirit of God, to ariſe 
into dominion over every evil ſpirit—come and acquaint your - 
ſelves with Gcd and be at peace, I doubt not but there are 
men fearing God amongſt you; it is upon your ſpirits the ſun 
of righteoulneſs, will ariſe, and fhine and heal all your . 
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I call upon you wiſe men ſolidly to conſider the wonderful 
works of almighty God, and the great changes that have taken 
place, both in civil and religious governments. The ſacred 
records abundantly teſtify the total overthrow and entire des 
ſtruction of the great city of Babylon. This work is beginning 
upon the continent; it makes a rapid progreſs; a fire is kindled 
in the foundations of this great city, the pillars of the romiſh 
church tremble and fall; yea, the head. (the pope) is ſurpriſed 
as with the appearance of the fingers of a man's hand upon the 
plaiſter of the wall; at this appearance the king's (the pope's) 
countenance is changed and his thoughts are troubled, ſo that 
the joints of his loins were looſed, and his knees ſmote one 
againſt another. Remember the interpretation: God hath 
numbered thy kingdom and finiſhed it; thou art weighed in the 
balance and found wanting; thy kingdom is divided and given 
to (neighbouring powers) the Medes and Perſians, It is evi- 
dent God giveth the kingdoms of this world to whom he pleaſeth 
his power is not to be limited. Let the dread of him, who 
is the dread of nations, lay hold of the ſpirits of mortal men in 
all ſtations. Who ſhall ſtand when God appears as a refining 
fire, and as a purifier of filver, thoroughly to purge away the 


3  drofs; the axe ſhall be laid to the root of a corrupt unſanctified 


miniſtry ; the day of the Lord is coming, that ſhall burn as an 
oven, the wicked and ungodly ſhall be as ſtubble, as briars and 
thorns, that ſhall be conſumed. God will ariſe in his anger; 
the dread of him, who is the dread of nations, ſhall fall upon 
the mountains, and they ſhall ſmoke, and the hills ſhall become 
as duſt, in the approaching days of ſtorms and tempeſts, of 
thunders and lightnings, and earthquakes, 1 Iricent 
O ye teachers of all denominations, let not your flight be 
in the winter; ſtand your ground nobly, leave not your fami- 
lies, leave not your tender wives and offspring, leave not your 
flocks in the approaching tremendous day, abide the day of 


1 fiery trials, and pray to the Lord to bow his heavenly ear and 


make bare his holy arm for your ſupport and deliverance 
there is one and only one ſafe way to turn your faces, that is 
from earth unto heaven, from men unto God. I am fully 
perſuaded my Lord and maſter will call many of the preſent 
teachers, and employ them as labourers in his vineyard, whom 
he will provide for, and if it ſhould pleaſe him in his wiſdom 
to ſtrip you of that ſupport which the laws of men have given 

B 2 you, 
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you, yet as ye truſt in the Lord, and lean upon his eternal arm 
of power, he will provide for you and yours: he careth for 


the ſparrows, and he feedeth the ravens, he commanded the 


ravens to feed his ſervant the prophet in the time of famine, 
the ſame divine power is near; the power of God is a place of 
ſhelter in the time of trouble, his holy name is a ſtrong tower, 
into which thoſe that fear him run and are ſafe in the time of 
danger. ' My ſpirit is dipt into tender ſympathy with thoſe 
who ſtand in the ſtation of miniſters, under their various cha- 
racters, as it appears to me your ſituation: will expoſe you to 
more hardſhips, troubles, and diſappointments, it the day of 
fiery trial, than many others who can provide for themſelves 


and families by their own labour. O ye miniſters, to whom I 


feel my heavenly father's love to flow as a river, it is poſſible 
theſe waters (doctrines) may adminiſter comfort and conſola- 
tion when the truths here recorded ſhall be fulfilled. Then 
remember the Lord hath raiſed and ſent a prophet unto you, 
to call upon you in his name to receive the beams of light 
that flow from the throne of his glory, receive the ſpirit of truth 
in the love of it, this will open and expound unto. thy ſpirit 
the facred myſteries of the kingdom of light and of glory.— 
The world with all its natural and acquired wiſdom cannot find 
out God - wiſdom is a divine gift given to the humble, a di- 
vine emanation, a pure influence, flowing from the glory of 
God; it is a pure incorruptible. ſpirit, that in all ages entereth 
into holy ſouls, making all things new, teaching them pru- 
dence, patience, and fortitude, making them friends of God 
and prophets; the influence and inſpiration of this powerful 
ſpirit is the only ground of goſpel worſhip and miniſtry. It 

oth appear to my underſtanding, the axe is and will be laid to 
the root of an unſanctified miniſtry, that is, of the world, and 
the world loves its own; from this ſource, in a great meaſure, 
ſpring the evils that are in the world - the blind cannot open 
the eyes of the blind, the dead cannot raiſe the dead. Come, 
O ye teachers, and receive the ſpirit of life from God into 
our ſpirits, and feel its quickening virtue; let God atiſe, 
Jet his ſpirit of light and: love ariſe in your ſpirits, and this holy 
ſpirit will give you dominion over all evil ſpirits, and under the 
influence of the power of the ſpitit of God, ye ſhall receive 


opping the deaf cars, in raiſing: the dead to life, and 1 
| | | will, 
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fts of working miracles, in opening blind eyes, and in 
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will, under this divine influence, preach the goſpel freely to 
tlie poor, as ye have freely received—the commiſſion the 


apoſtie received was to turn men from darkneſs to light, from 


ſatan to God, I behold the approaching day of darkneſs, and 


* alſo of light, a day of tribulation and mourning, and alſo a 


day of peace and rejoicing, a day of joy and of thankſgiving. 
Come ye leaders, come ye into deep humility and ſelfabaſe- 
ment, and wait upon God in the ſtillneſs of all fleſh, to know 


his will concerning you, and what it is that he requires of you; 


what is to be known of God is manifeſted in the heart of man, 
and that which maketh manifeſt is light; by the light that 
flows from the ſpirit of wiſdom that proceedeth from God, ye 
ſhall be-able ro diſcern between the precious and the vile; My 
brethren, ye will ſtand in need of abundance of heavenly 
light and underſtanding, to lead and direct your ſteps in 
the near approaching night of darkneſs, when all. human. help 
ſhall fail you, when your language ſhall be ſimilar to that of a 
tried man of God formerly, Darkneſs is in all my paths, my 
way is hedged up as with thorns, ' thou haſt put my friends far 
from me, the north wind of adverſity drives away our neareſt 
connections, it is better to truſt in the Lord than in any earthly 
power and princes,-theſe are alſo expoſed to the like trials as 
other mortals. Now, my brethren, I will appeal to your un- 
derſtandings; judge ye by what is paſt and what is preſent, and 
what is yet to come, for it is an age of great events to us and to our 
offspi ing, and although we may have to paſs by the gates of hell, 
and walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, yet, if the 
Lord our God be with us, we need not fear any evil, although 
many afflictions will attend us, yet our tender offspring ſhall * 
rejoice in the day of univerſal peace, tranquillity, and harmo- 
ny, among the inhabitants of the earth; this will be accom- 
pliſhed by the powerful influence of the ſpirits of the inhabi- 
rants of the celeſtial kingdom of light and of glory. To re- 
turn to ſome particular paſſages in the ſacred records, that 
clearly point forth both the final deſtruction of Babylon and the 
rebuilding of Sion, that ſhall yet ſhine in her ancient beauty 
and glory; the Lord hath a people in the borders of Babylon, 
to whom his call is Come out of Babylon my people, partake 
not of her ſins that ye receive not of her plagues, come out of 
all her lifeleſs forms and ceremonies, leave the ſhadow, come 
to the ſubſtance, wait upon God in the ſilence of all fleſh, in all 
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your religious aſſemblies, to feel the ariſing of his power of ⁶ 
light and of love in your ſpirits, in this light ye ſhall fee 


TE 


clearly what the Lord your God requires of you; move not in 


any rehgious ſervice until you feel the word of the Lord; the Fy 


powerful ſpirit of God, to put you forth—my ſheep know my 
voice, I put them forth and go before them, and lead them 
into green paſtures, I give them to drink of the ſtreams of that 
river that makes glad the heritage of God; where two or three 


are gathered together in my name, (ſpirit and power) there am | 


J in the midſt of them, and 1 will, faith the Lord, adminiſter 


comfort and conſclation to the ſpirits of my humble dependent 
children; in my preſence; there is life, and at my right hand 
there is fullneſs of joy, and that for evermore, Come ye of 
all ſtations in church and ſtate, and experience theſe truths in 


and for yourſelves— the hour is come that thoſe that worſhip 


the Father muſt worſnip him (not only in form) in ſpirit and 


in truth, for ſuch he ſeeketh to worſhip him. I believe my 


ſpirit is moving under the influence of the love of my heavenly 


Father's call, to the inhabitants of this nation and of the city 
of Norwich, to turn wich full purpoſe of heart to God, and he 


will turn unto you, and cauſe the light of his glory to flow. 


I have not learned theſe truths trom men, I have learned 
them-in the ſchool of experience; it has been my lot. to go 


through many tribulations. I ſing of the judgments and of 


the mercies of the Lord, whoſe mercy endures for ever, and his 
loving kindneſs from one generation to another; he is: God, 
and changeth not, therefore the ſons of Jacob are not conſumed. 


from the glory of the Almighty into your ſpirits, do your ways 
pleaſe him? have you this evidence in yourſelves? for his ſer- 
vants we are, to whom we yield ourſelves to obey; are you 
dwelling in his fear? which is as a fountain of life to preſerve 
from the ſnares of death; or are you caſting his holy fear as he- 
hind your backs? do you live in rebellion againſt his royal 
laws? do you take his facred name in vain into your mouths? 
this query is put not only to profane ſwearers, but to all thoſe 
ſpiritual thieves that ſteal their neighbour's words, and ſay, thus 
faith the Lord, and that he hath ſpoken unto them; this is a great 
deception and hypocriſy. Do you that call yourſelves miniſters 
of Chriſt, and ambaſſadors of the king of kings, do you run, 
and he has not ſent you? do you preach for hire, and divine for 
| : money, 


Nov, my brethren, examine yourſelves by the light flowing 
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i money, and ſcek your gain fro1.1 your quarter? if this is your 


practice, ye are in the ſame nauire and under the influence of 


the ſpirit of thoſe hireling miniſters of the Iſraelitiſn church, 
** againſt whom the ſervants of the Lord, in his name, bore a 
faithful teſtimony, ſaying, had ye ſtood in my counſel, and 
cauſed my people to have heard my word, ye ſhould have 
turned them ſtom the evil of their ways, and from the evil of 


their doings, faith the Lord. Know ye of a truth, all ye that 


cover yourſelves and not with the ſpirit of God, that make godli- 


neſs yqur gain, that ſeek your own honour and not the honour of 
God, nor the welfare of the people, ye are theſe fooliſh builders 
upon the ſandy foundations, that in the approaching .day of 
terrible ſtorms and tempeſts will fall, and great will be your fall. 
] have not the leaſt glimmering of hope only for thoſe that 
humble themſelves under the mighty hand of God and obey 
his ca!l, come out of Babylon, the falſe church, and turn your 
f:ces towards Sion, the city of God; come ye and ſet your 


hands to the work of the Lord, wait upon him to hear his gra- 


cious voice, his words drop as dew, and his fpeech diſtits as 
ſweet rain upon the tender herb and upon the plants of his 
right hand planting. My Lord and. maſter, who in ages paſt 


4 brought a choice vine out of Egypt, will bring a noble plant 


out of the kingdom of Antichriſt, and he will plant it in the 
midſt of Jeruſalem; it ſhall rake deep root in the earth, and 


b the briars and thorns ſhall be conſumed, and room ſhall be 


made for this precious vine, that ſhall ſend out its branches over 
the rivers, and over the ſea, and fill the whole land, for the 


1 knowledge and glory of God ſhall cover the earth, as the waters 


cover the ſea, This leads me to proclaim the mighty day of the 
Lord, which the prophet ſaw in a viſion.— Four great beaſts, 
one like a lion, and had eagles wings; and 1 beheld till the 
wings thereof were plucked. He law a bear- this was the 
ſecond beaſt, and another like a leopard. Query, are not the 
wings of the monarchy of France plucked, Again—another- 
beaft, like to a bear: this beaft had three ribs in its mouth, and 
between the teeth of it; and they ſaid thus unto it, ariſe and 
devour much fleſh. Is not this the queen of Ruſſia? has ſhe 
not devoured much fleſh in Poland? The prophet ſaw- another 
beaſt like a leopard, which had upon its back four wings of a 
towl, and this beaſt had four heads; and dominion was given 


unto it, Is not this the emperor of Germany? who calls kim- 
ſelf 


8 | 


ſelf head of various kingdoms. I ſaw in the night a viſion—a 


ny 
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fourth beaſt, dreadful and terrible, and ſtrong exceedingly, and 


it had great iron teeth; it devoured and break in pieces, and 
ſtamped the reſidue with the feet of it, and it was diverſe from all 
the beaſts that were before it, and it had ten horns. Doth not this 


ſet forth the papal government, that pretends to be diverſe from 


other governments on earth? But this beaſt claims to herſelf 
tuperiority, calls herſelf ſpiritual, and under this great decep- 
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tion ſne has reigned, given laws to many kingdoms, broken to 


pieces at her pleaſure, and eſtabliſned what religious forms of 


government ſhe dictated, and abſol ved ſubjects of their oaths. 2 
She had ten horns, ten kingdoms to ſupport her in her ſpiritual Z 
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authority—ſhe held the reins and governed. You that have 
eyes to ſee, read the 18th chapter of Revelations; behold her 
pride and arrogance, ſaying, I fit as a queen, and ſhall ſee no 
more ſorrow, therefore ſhall her plagues come in one day, death, 


mourning, and famine, and ſhe ſhall'be burnt with fire, for frong 
is the Lord God that judgeth her. Behold the accompliſhment ot 
this viſion at this very period—and the prophet ſaw a little horn, 
behold in this horn were eyes, like the eyes of a man, and a 


mouth ſpeaking great things. Read the 7th chapter of Daniel, 
and the 16th aud 17th chapter of Revelations: Daniel faw in 
his viſion this dark power under the figure of a horrible beaſt-- 


John ſaw this ſame dark ſpirit under the character of a woman, 


a monſtrous adultreſs, arrayed in purple and ſcarlet, decked in 


gold and precious ſtones, and pearls, having a golden cup full 


of (ſpiritual) abomination and filthineſs of her fornication, up- 


on her head was written, myſtery Babylon the great, (myſtery 


_— 


of iniquity) the mother of harlots and abominations of the 


| earth; and 1 ſaw the woman drunken with the blood of the | 
ſaints—this plainly diſcovereth the inward nature and ſpirits ot 


the members of the antichriſtian church, more particularly the 
church of Rome. Oh! the abominable wickedneſs and mur- 


ders of many thouſand precious ſervants of God, whom he 


raiſed up by his mighty power, to bear a noble teſtimony againſt 
her merchants, againſt her biſhops and tribes of inferior clergy, 
who like ſwarms of locuſts ſpread themſelves upon the face of 


the earth, and eat up every green herb. Time would fail me 


to ſet forth the ſtrong deluſions that hath laid hold of the ruling 
powerd of the earth; the ten horns which thou ſaweſt were ten 


kings, 
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1 kings, which had not received (at that time) any kingdom 
41 theſe have one mind, and ſhall give power and ſtrength unto 
1 the beaſt. Alas! the miſerable ſtate of kings and kingdoms, 
that have yielded themſelves ſubjects to the power and influence 
s of theſe locuſts, (falſe prophets) that have aroſe in the darkneſs 
n oſ the night of apoſtacy. What perſecutions !—Many, many 
If IF thouſands murdered, under a ſpecious n pretence of doing 
God ſervice. Theſe infernal ſpirits have had their day, and their 
o day is turned into darkneſs; the day of the Lord is come—the 
f light flowing from the throne of his glory clearly difcovers the 


. WF inward nature and ſpirit of all ſpiritual deceivers, under every 
1] IX ſpecious form and character; and this glorious ſight will ſhine 
e more and more abundantly. Read the 18th chapter of Reve- 
r FX lations, and underſtand the determined counſel of the Almighty 
» Win the deſtruction of the great whore, and alfo of her mer- 
i, chants, who are grown rich by their great traffick upon the 
o | mighty waters. Light flows from heaven, the eyes of the 


t people are opening, thoſe that ſat in darkneſs have ſeen a great 
light. © After theſe things, (after the fall of Babylon) I heard 


r |. a great voice of much people in heaven, (in the new church) 
1, RF faying, alleluia: ſalvation, and glory, and honour, and power, 
1 MF unto the Lord our God, for true and righteous are his judg- 
ments; for he hath judged the great whore which did corrupt 
„the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of 
n his ſervants at her hand,” This is ſimilar to the diſpenſation 
uv | of the ſounding of the ſeventh angel. © And there were voices 
„in heaven, (in the new church) ſaying, the kingdoms of this 
y world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, 


and he ſhall reign for ever and ever.” Revelations, c. 11. 
© | T his clearly points forth a wonderful reformation and altera- 
of tion.— The King of Kings and Lord of Lords taking to him- 
ſelf this great power, and deſtroying all the kingdoms and 
powers of darknefs, individually and univerſally. A glorious 
day! for which the whole creation hath long groaned, that they 
| might be delivered from under the power of all evil ſpirits, 
and brought into the glorious liberty of the ſons of God. Read 
ye men of underſtanding the 7th chapter of Daniel, concerning 
the little horn that the prophet beheld. Until the thrones were 
caſt down, and the ancient of days, whoſe garments were white 
as ſnow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool, his throne 
was like the fiery lame, and his wheels as a burning fire, T _ 
| GC ets 
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ſets forth the nature, light, heat, and operation, of the ſun of 
righteouſneſs; it is by the light which flows from this fountain 
the eyes of the children of the Lord are opened, to behold his 


wonderful works in the kingdoms of this world. A fiery ſtream 


iſſued and came out from before him—a thouſand thouſands 
miniſtered unto him, and ten thouſands ſtood before him—the 
judgment (of the great whore) was ſet, and the books were 
opened. Behold the marvellous language of theſe two great 
and eminent prophets, Daniel and John. John informs us in 
what manner and by what ſpirit the books (the revelation of the 
will of God in the ſcriptures) were opened: “ and I beheld, and 
lo! in the midſt of the throne and of the four beaſts, and in 
the midſt of the elders ſtood a Lamb, as it had been ſlain, (in 
the midſt of Babylon) having ſeven horns (perfection of ſpiri- 
tual ſtrength) and ſeven eyes, (perfection of light) which are 
the ſeven ſpirits of God ſent forth into all the earth; and 
he took the book out of the right hand of him that ſat upon 
the throne.” Read the gth chapter of Revelations, and behold 
the wonderful effect the opening of the myſteries of the king- 
dom of light, in and among the inhabitants of the earth.—The 
beaſts (the earthly ſtate) and the elders (which repreſent the 
members of the new church) fall down before the lamb: many 
angels join in the heavenly ſong, ſaying, with a loud voice, 
worthy is the lamb that was ſlain to receive power and riches, 
wiſdom and honour, and glory and bleſſing ; and every crea- 
ture which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 
and ſuch as are in the ſea, and all that are in them, heard a 
voice, ſaying, bleſſing and honour, and glory and power, be 
unto him that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the lamb for 
ever and ever. This paſſage clearly points forth, to my under- 
ſtanding, the near approaching day of univerſal redemption, 
regeneration, reſtoration, and ſalvation, of the whole crea- 
tion. My preſent buſineſs is, to blow the trumpet and ſound 
my Ram's Horn, and to bear my teſtimony of the approaching 
day of deliverance to every captive ſoul from under the iron 
rod of oppreſſion, Rejoice ye and ſing for joy ye African 
captives, for the day of your deliverance draweth nigh. The 
God of heaven hath heard your mournful cries, and for the 
cries of the poor, and the ſighings of the needy, he will ariſe, and 


when he ariſe, by the might of his power your enemies ſhall be 


ſcattered, Oh! that the hearts of the rulers.of this nation were 
| tendered 
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tendered and humbled under a ſenſe of the ſurrounding dangers, 
and that they would preſent themſelves before the throne of 
God, and offer upon his altar a peace-offering, and enter into 
a ſolemn covenant with him, to looſe the bonds of wickedneſs, 
to undo every burden, break the iron yoke of oppreſſion, ſet at 
liberty the African captives, let them be as hired ſervants, 
cloath the naked, feed the hungry, relieve the widow and the 
fatherleſs, then ſhall your light break forth with brightneſs, and 
your health ſpring up ſpeedily. If ye turn to the Lord he will 
return unto you, if ye will hear and obey his voice, and the voice 
of his ſervants, whom he hath raiſed vp and ſent unto you, ye 
ſhall live, and the Lord will deliver you out of the hands of all 
your enemies. 1 muſt look again into the book which 1s opened 
—| beheld then, becauſe of the voice of great words which the 
horn ſpake, I beheld even till the beaſt was ſlain, and his body 
given to the burning flame. This appears to me to ſet forth not 
only the total deſtruction of the Pope, the head of the anti- chriſ- 
tian church, but his body; every member of the myſtical body 
of the myſtery of iniquity, that hath been at work in the hearts 
of the children of men in all manner of deceivableneſs, of 
unrighteouſneſs, in them that periſh, (mind the cauſe) becauſe 
they receive not the ſpirit of truth in the love of it; for that 
cauſe, God gave them up to ſtrong deluſions, that they ſhould 
believe a lye. As concerning the reſt of the beaſts, (earthly 
ſtates) they (alſo) had their dominions taken away, yet their 
lives were prolonged for a ſeaſon and time. Behold the glo- 
rious wonders of the Lord! I faw, faith the prophet, in the 
night a viſion—and behold one like the Son of Man came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him, and there was given him (by 
the inhabitants of the earth) dominion and glory, and a king- 
dom that all people, (univerſally) nations, and languages, 
ſhould ferve him: his dominion is an everlaſting dominion, 
which ſhall not paſs away, and his kingdom (of light) that 
which ſhall not be deſtroyed. The remaining part of the 7th 
chapter of Daniel confirms the truths of the other viſions, con- 
cerning the riſing of the little hora (the Pope) ; the fourth beaſt, 


who ſpake great words againſt the moſt high, and ſhall wear 


out (take away the life) the life of the ſaints of the moſt high. 
Oh this day of deep tribulation - my ſoul ſympathizes with the 
135 C 2 living 
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living ſeed of God, under a ſenſe of the fiery trials they have 
to paſs through; it is about 160 years ſince it pleaſed the Lord 
to viſit the inhabitants of this nation, with a day- ſpring from 
an high, a day of light and love—when the morning ſtars ſang 
together, and the ſons of God ſhouted aloud, for the ſhout of 
a king was in the midſt of the camp of Iſrael; the Lord led 
his people out of (ſpiritual) Egypt by a ſtrong hand and an 
out-ſtretched arm; he brought them as a vine from a far 
country, planted it and made room before it, it took deep 
root, its branches ſpread over the rivers and over the ſea, and 
filled the whole land. This heavenly vine bore fruit abundantly 
to the praiſe and glory of the good huſbandman, who made a 
fence about the vineyard, and took out the ſtones thereof, and 
made a tower in the midſt of it—what could the Lord do for 
this vineyard that he has not done in it? I ſhall not make 
any remarks on its preſent ſtate, my buſineſs is to ſet forth its 
primitive and proſperous ſtate. The wildernels became as a 
fruitful field, and the deſert bloſſomed as the roſe, joy and 
gladneſs ſprung up therein, thanksgiving and the voice of 
melody. I write concerning the ſociety of the people called 
Quakers, while they abode in their firſt love: this church, this 
woman was very beautiful in the day of her eſpoulals, was as a 
chaſte bride adorned with the garment of light, and the glory 
of the holy one reſted upon her; her beloved gave unto her 
wiſdom, and guided her by his counſel, led her by his hand to 
his holy hill, and to the place where his honour dwelt; ſhe 
worſhiped in ſpirit and in truth, in the beauty of holineſs the 
Lord led her to wait upon him in ſolemn ſilence, that ſhe might 
be endowed with power from on high; the preſence of the holy 
Emanuel was with her, in whoſe preſence was heavenly life, and 
at his right hand fulneſs of joy, and that, for evermore. This 
woman came out of the wilderneſs leaning upon the breaſt of 
her beloved—my:gfpul rejoices under a ſenſe of this glorious 
day, which was a bleſſing to the nation they were inſtrumental 


in the hands of the Lord of great reformation, by them the 


ſtandard of truth and righteouſneſs was exalted in the ſight of 
the nations—the Lord was unto them as an incxhauſtible foun- 
tain'of light which ſhined round about, This people were as a 
city ſit on a hill which could not be hid in the dark night of 
apoſtacy others ſecing their good works were made to 20 
0 


Ay 


Da PF FFsMLMYBYy 


Ae Act © » © = Xa 


A -<- ny -©A ke od 


ES * is I > ia 1 un as A£A om! vw Dd tads. 


mls 3: = 2 re my Jl ed han OD 


— 


— 
8 
a 
1 
f 
1 
S 
1 
7 
r 
0 
C 
C 
7 
4 
8 
f 
8 
l 
f 
L 
f 
/ 


13 


God in the day of their viſitation. This people received a com- 
miſſion to lift up their voice as a trumpet, & proclaim war againſt 
ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places they were clothed with the 
whole armour of light, and became as an army terrible with 
banners to the workers of iniquity—they were expoſed to many 
ſufferings for their teſtimony, which the Lord gave them to 
bear in his name. Many precious ſervants of God were caſt into 


priſon and ſtript of every comfortable accommo.lation, but the 


angel of the Lord encompaſſed them about, and made their 
priſons as palaces, raiſed up amongſt them a free living and 
powerful miniſtry, by which many thouſands were converted 
and turned from the evil of their ways unto God, divine love 
flowed in their hearts, one towards another, and univerſally to 
all the human creation. They became one fold, the ſheep of 
the Lord's paſture, they heard his voice, he put them forth and 
went before them, and led them into green paſtures of life, and 
cauſed them to drink deep draughts of the ſtreams of that river 
that make glad the heritage of ' God, The Lord led them from 
under the Government of the ſpirit of wrath, and leavened them 
into the divine nature of light and love, into which no evil ſpiric 
could gain an entrance—they lived in love one with another, 
and by this men knew they were the diſciples of Chriſt; by this 
they had the evidence in themſelves that they had paſſed from 
death to life, becauſe they loved the brethren. 

Fervent charity reigned amongſt this people, thoſe of ability 
ſupplied all the neceſſities of their poor fellow members, they 
had a community of goods, like the firſt chriſtian churches, 
not that they loſt their property in the goods they poſſeſſed, 
but every one diſtributed largely to thoſe who ſtood in need 
of aſſiſtance; they who had more than others, in regard of poſ- 
ſeſſions, had no more right than others with reſpect to uſing 
them; there was not, nor is not to this day, a beggar amongſt 
them. I am more particular in giving a true and faithful ac- 
count of this people, as they appear clearly to my view, a 
pattern, . a model of the new church, a people raiſed up and 
formed by the mighty hand of God, to his praiſe and the ex- 
altation of his glorious name. - The day of univerſal peace, 
redemption and ſalvation is ſwiftly approaching, as the lightning 
ſhineth out of the eaſt into the welt, ſo ſhall be the coming of 
the ſon of man in the clouds of heaven in power and glory. 


þ The 
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The light, knowledge, and glory of God ſhall cover the earth 


as the waters cover the ſea, I heard a loud voice, ſaying, :n 
heaven now is come ſalvation and ſtrength, and the kingdom of 
our God, and the power of his Chriſt. For the accuſer of our 
brethren, (the ſpirit of antichriſt) is caſt down and ſhall never 
riſe more, who accuſed them before God day and night, and 
they overcame him by the blood of the lamb, and by the word 
of his teſtimony. Antichriſt ſhall be deſtroyed by the breath of 
the mouth of the Lord, and by the brightneſs of his coming in 
the ſpirit of his ſervants—therefore, rejoice ye heavens and ye 
that dwell therein, woe be to the inhabitants of the earth and of 
the ſea, for the devil is come down unto you 1n great wrath, he 
knoweth he has but a ſhort time. Read the 12th chapter of 
Revelations, likewiſe the 14th, and behold the approaching day 
in which the everlaſting goſpel ſhall be again preached to every 
nation, kindred, tongue and people. Oh ye rulers ſet not 
bounds to the powerful operation of the ſpirit of the Lord upon 
the ſpirit of his ſervants—fear God and glorify him, for the hour 
of his judgement is come (upon Babylon) and worſhip him 
that made heaven and earth, and the fountains of waters. And 
I faw a new heaven and a new earth, for the firſt heaven and 
the fiſt earth were paſſed away, and there was no more ſea; 
ard, I, John, ſaw the holy city, new Jeruſalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
huſband. Read chapter 21ſt, and receive the rays of the beams 
of the ſun of righteouſneſs into your underſtandings, that ye 


might know the myſteries of the kingdom of God, who reveals 


them unto babes and ſucklings, for ſo it ſeemeth good in his 
fight, that no fleſh might glorify in his preſence, and that his 
own power ard glory mightghine in and over all, 

Reoice ye tender youth of the city of Norwich, ye heavenly 
babes, ye firſt born of many brethren—repoice ye living mem- 
bers of the church militant on earth, ſaying, we give thee 
thanks Lord God almighty, which art, and was, and is to come, 
becauſe thou haſt taken to thyſelf thy great power, and haſt 


reigned over all the powers of death, hell, and the grave. — 


Reoice, I ſay again, ye beloved of the Lord, ſaying, we give thee 
thanks, Oh! Lord God almighty, who ſitteth upon the throne 
of thy glory, becauſe thou haſt opened unto us again the gates 
of paradiſe, and has revealed unto us the tree of life, and given 

unto 
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. unto us free liberty to eat of the heavenly fruit; we will bow 


in deep humility before thee, and render unto thee praiſe, ho- 
nour, might, majeſty, and dominion, in that thou hait opened 


a ſpiritual eye, and haſt ſhewn unto us the river of the waters of 


life, clear as chryſtal, proceeding from the throne of God and 
of the Lamb—we magnify thy great and facred name, for thy 
abundant loving kindneſs extended unto us, thy beloved chil- 
dren, in revealing unto us the tree of life ſtanding in the midſt 
of the ſtreets of the city of Sion, and on either ſide of the 
river, bearing twelve manner of fruits, and yielding her fruit 
every month, and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of 
the nations. Now the leaſt degree of the balſamic virtue of the 
_ of the ſpirit of God is ſufficient to heal not only a few, 

ut all nations. The promiſe is to you, dear youth, there ſhall 
be no more (ſpiritual) curſe (in the church of God), but the 
throne of God and the Lamb ſhall be in it, and his ſervant ſhall 
ſerve him, (and obey his royal laws) and they ſhall ſee his face, 
and behold his glorious countenance, full of grace and of truth, 
life, light and glory, and his name, his ſpirit of love, ſhall be in 
their foreheads. Their countenances & conduct ſhall viſibly ma- 
nifeſt to others whoſe ſervants they are, & there ſhall be no night; 
there the ſhadows of the evening, and the darkneſs of the night 
of apoſtacy, are loſt in the brightneſs of the morning of the new 
and glorious day of goſpel diſpenſation—they need no candle, 
no created light, neither the light of the ſun, for the Lord 


God giveth them (heavealy) light, and they ſhall reign as (ſpi- 


ritual) kings over all. And he ſaid unto me, theſe ſayings are 
faithful and true. And the Lord God of the holy prophets ſent 
his angel to ſhew unto his ſervants the things which ſhall 
ſhortly be done—read the 22d chapter of Revelations, I muſt 
leave the inhabitants of the new heavens for a ſeaſon, and turn 
and take a view of what the inhabitants of the old heavens and 
the old earth are doing of, and what the hand of the Lord is 
doing among them—1 1 chapter of Revelations—And the na- 
tions were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the 
dead, (formal profeſſors) that they ſhould be judged, and that 
thou ſhouldſt give rewards to the ſaints and them that fear thy 
name, ſmall and great, and ſhould deſtroy them that deſtroy 
the earth,—And the temple of God was opened in heaven, in 
the new church, and there were ſeen in his temple the ark of his 
teſtimony, and there were lightnings, and voices, and — 
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and a great earthquake. — This viſion appears to my under- 
derſtanding to relate to the preſent commotions, convulſions, 
turnings, and overturnings, both of the civil and religious 
ſtates in Italy.—A marvellous change! the Pope, the head of 
the antichriſtian kingdom, and the head of the antichriſtian 
church—no marvel the nations are angry, and the wrath of the 
Almighty is come upon Babylon, the falſe church. And after 
- theſe things, I ſaw another angel (a miniſter of God) come 
down from heaven, having great power, and the earth was 
Hghted with his glory, and he cried mightily, (as I do this day) 
« Babylon the great is falling, is falling, and is become the 
hab:ration for devils, and the hold of every foul ſpirit, and a 
cage of every unclean and hateful bird.” —Read the 18th chap- 
ter of Revelations, and mourn ye bitterly ye members and 
miniſters of the church of Rome, and of every other 
church which is not built upon the rock, whoſe miniſtry 
ſtand not in the wiſdom, ſpirit, and power of God, who move 
not under the influence and inſpiration of the word of God, 
hear what the ſpirit ſaith—* and the merchants of the earth 
| ſhall weep and mourn over her, for no man buyeth of her mer- 
chandize any more.” —yerſe the 11th. It appears high time 
for the hireling miniſters of Antichriſt to look out 2 ſome 
other trade; and here I adviſe the miniſters of the church of 
Rome, who have fled into this kingdom for protection, to learn 
ſome profitable trade, that they might, as did that noble biſhop 
Paul, work with their own hands, that they might not make 
the goſpel chargeable. The miniſters and ambaſſadors of the 
King of Kings are all noble men, have a ſtar upon their breaſt 
that ſhineth with luſtre and brightneſs—theſe do not apply to 
any earthly power for a maintenance, and their Lord and 
maſter's command is unto them—into whatſoever houſe they 
enter, and the people will not receive or hear them, they are to 
teave, and not force themſelves upon them ; that is beneath the 
dignity of truth, and the character of a miniſter and ambaſſador 
of the King of Kings, who richly provides for his faithful ſer- 
vants. I fay again, I feel nothing but love & good-will for you 
miniſters of the church of Rome, whom the generous inhabi- 
tants of this nation have received under their protection, and 
made proviſion for you. I ſympathize with you under your 
preſent ſituation, although judgment is begun at your old for- 
ſaken and deſolate houſe; yet it will not end ter for ry 
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whole kingdom of Antichriſt and city of Babylon ſhall be 
deſtroyed, and it is not all the powers in the kingdoms of the 
earth ſhall be able to prevent that great and marvellous work, 
for that great and almighty power that created the heavens and 
the earth. and the ſeas, and the fountains of waters, that laid 
the foundations of the great deep, and ſet the earth upon its 
pillars—I ſay, this mighty power will fulfill the viſions revealed 

to his ſervants, the prophets, in former ages. 
Verſe 21ſt. —*« And a mighty angel took up a ſtone, like a 
at millſtone, and caſt it into the ſea, ſaying, thus with vio- 
lence ſhall the great city Babylon be caſt down, and ſhall be 
found no more at all.” No marvel the judgments of the Al- 
mighty are awakened and falling upon the crown of pride, and 
ſapping the foundations of ſpiritual wickedneſs, exalted in high 
places of the earth. No marvel the great all wile architect 
pulls down, and not only ſhakes, but utterly removes the foun- 
dations of hell, the kingdoms of darkneſs, the habitations of 
devils, and the hold of every foul ſpirit, and the cage of every 
unclean and hateful bird, who are cloathing themſelves with 
veſtments, and appear to their deluded followers as angels of 
light; for thy merchants were the great men of the earth, for 
by their ſorceries were all nations deluded—1n her was found 
the blood of the ſaints, and all that were ſlain upon the earth. — 
This abominable wickedneſs appears more particularly to refer 
to the adulterous church of Rome, who under a religious ap- 
pearance, as hiſtory abundantly teſtifies, murdered many thou- 
ſands precious ſervants of God. | | 
Page 97—T. Paine falſely aſſerts, “the moſt deteſtable 
wickedneſs, moſt horrid crueities, and the greateſt miſeries that 
have afflicted the human race, have had their origin in this 
thing called revelation or revealed religion.” I appeal to 
that underſtanding which comes from God, the giver of every 
good and perfect gift, doth not this man's writings manifeſt the 
deluſion which covers his ſpirit? Deteſtable wickednefs and 
horrible cruelties originated not in the revealed will of God to 
man, but in the rebellion of men againſt the revealed will and 
laws of the moſt high God, whoſe command is to man - thou 
ſhalt not kill thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, and thy neigh- | 
bour as thyſelf, I have ſhewed thee, O man, that thou ſhould 
do juſtly, love mercy, and walk humbly before thy God. It 
is to this ſtare all the bleſſings . heaven belong; and to wory 
| : 6 this 
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this doctrine, I will refer the reader to the writings of that 
eminent prophet Iſaiah, whom this ſon of duſt, without provo- 
cation, has ſo illiberally abuſed, inconſiſtent with the character 
of a man of reaſon and moral rectitude. | 

1ſt Iſaiah—“ Hear oh! heavens, and give ear oh! earth, for 

the Lord hath ſpoken I have nouriſhed and brought up chil- 
dren, and they have rebelled againſt me. Ah! ſimple nation; 
a people laden with iniquity, a feed of evil doers—children that 
are corrupted ; they have forſaken the Lord—they have pro- 
voked the holy one of Iſrael to anger.” The call of the Lord 
was to theſe rebellious children“ Waſh you, make you clean, 
put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes, ceaſe 
to do evil, learn to do well, ſeek judgment, relieve the op- 
preſſed, judge the fatherleſs, and plead for the widow.” Come 
and let us reaſon together, as a tender father reaſons with his 
children, concerning his juſtice, for juſt and true are all the 
ways of the Almighty, who ſaith, my ways are equal, it is 
man's ways that are unequal—read the whole chapter. How is 
the faithful city become as an harlot; it was full of judgment, 
. righteouſneſs lodged in it, but now murderers. 

Oh! the heavenly doctrines that flowed from the pen of this 
dignified writer.— The ſtate of this rebellious people is a repre- 
ſentation of the ſtate of mankind in ſucceeding ages. Read 
the 3d chapter, and underſtand the controverſy the Lord has 
againſt that people, for their wiekedneſs and great abomination, 

By divine revelation the prophet ſaw and pronounced the judg- 
ments of the Lord, which are evidently fulfilling. 

I ſhall leave this ſubject for the preſent, and give an account 
of the firſt ſeven days of my travels, in my Lord and maſter's 
ſervice, in the county of Norfolk; whoſe preſence went with 
me.—He carried me in the arms of his love—he gave me 
wiſdom, and utterance, I ſung not to the praiſe of the 
creature, but to the glory of the almighty creator, redeemer, 
and preſerver of men. The great work of reformation, re- 
ſtoration, regeneration, and complete ſalvation, of all human 
creation is begun, and will be carried on. Behold I make all 


things new. Ihe command is to write, for theſe ſayings are 
faithful and true, Amen. 
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APPENDIX. 


A Journal of my Life for Seven Days; 


From the 24th to the goth of the qth Month, 1798. 
— EE un 


ee my mind drawn to pay a religious viſit to the 
people at Diſs, Set out from Deepham the 24th ap- 
pointed a meeting that evening at Giſſing, at my friend J. 
Hunt's— to ſatisfaction. About ſix weeks before, I held a 
meeting in that place; a man from Diſs, whoſe name I ſhall 
not mention, as I propoſe not to expoſe individual characters 
no farther than the neceſſity of the caſe requires, making 
allowance for human infirmities. I hope charity will ſet at my 
right-hand. I likewiſe hope the reader will make allowance 
for the wiiter. In the firſt place, I am by nature very 
quick, and in this quickneſs it is likely the nature of the crea- 
ture will manifeſt 1tfelf—but 1 do not intend to employ my 
time in making apologies. To return—this man from Diſs, 
after meeting, expreſſed a great unity with me as a goſpel 
miniſter, believed I was a ſervant of God, and he ſtrongly 
invited me to come to Diſs and have a meeting with the peo- 
ple in that place. I heard nothing from him—1 ſent him the 
following letter. (No. 1) e | 

25th—As l was going from Giſſing to Diſs, the poſt gave 
me the following letter (No. 2). It did not hurt me, I went 
forward on my journey. At my inn I wrote No. 3. I went 
to one of the people called Quakers, and aſked him for the uſe 
of the meeting, He ſaid “ John, thou knoweſt our rules.” 


D 2 I anſwered, 
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T anſwered, I did; but I knew there was no rule denied the 
uſe of the meeting to a ſtranger. He aſked me to eat. I an- 


ſwered, nay, as my Lord and maſter's command was to his 
ſervants, into whatſoever houſe ye enter and they will not hear 


or receive you, leave them, and ſhake off the duſt of your 


feet againſt them, I would not eat, but left him, calling at a 
clergyman's. . Was informed he had a barn, but he refuſed 
me the uſe of it. I ſaw his wife, of a good natural diſpoſition ; 
if ſhe had been maſter of the houſe, and the barn at her diſpoſal, 
I conclude I ſhould not have been diſappointed. Some men, 
but a few, rule their own houſe. It rained. I found the diſſenters 
had ſhut their houſes & hearts againſt me. I ſaw a ſuitable place 
in the ſtreet, upon a riſing ground—ſtood upon a butcher's ſlab. 
J eat no meat, but it was uſeful for my feet to ſtand upon, and 
neceſſity obliged me to accept of the beſt accommodation I 
could meet with, Ro i 

I went from houſe to houſe, and told the people I did not 
come to call the righteous but ſinners to repentance; if there 
was any of that number in that houſe, I ſhould be glad of their 
company. No marvel, as my Lord and maſter was a friend 
to ſinners, the people all readily acknowledged they were ſin- 
ners.—Thoſe who conclude themſclves ſaints, are hid among 
the diſſenters. I ſay hid, for I could not ſee a lamp burning, 
nor a light ſhining, although this my friend in his letter ſays, 
te that place, when compared with others, might be ſtiled the 
garden of God.” But I am different in judgment and in 
practice from many ſons of duſt, I wanted to ſee with my own 
eyes the tree of life, and to eat of its delicious heavenly fruit, 
that I might be nouriſhed and ſtrengthened to purſue my jour- 
ney, and enabled to perform the work and ſervice which | be- 


lieve my Lord and maſter ſent me in his name to accompliſh ; 


but inſtead of the garden of Eden, inſtead of the tree of life 
ſtanding in the midſt thereof, and its ſpreading branches hang 
laden with delicious fiuit, I could fee only the tree of know- 
ledge, which appeared to the purblind eyes as good for food, 


and to make one wiſe. Of the fruit of this tree I ſaw this 


man and his brethren had eaten; and the cauſe produced the 
effect death, inſtead of heavenly life and light. Behold ! 
ou: tual death, and horrible darkneſs that might be felt. But 
dere appeared epidemical diſtempers among theſe ſelf-ſufficient 
angels of light—the yellow jaundice, Every object in view 
| "I a appeared 
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voice as a trumpet, ſounded an alarm on the mountains and hills, 
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appeared according to the nature of that diſeaſe which reign in 
the body, and appeared to me to have affected their brain. No 
marvel theſe ſpiritual madmen call darkneſs light, and the 
barren wilderneſs, and the dry heath in the deſert, the garden of 
God. I make this remark, profeſſing myſelf a ſpiritual phyſician, 
and if I can, in my Lord and maſter's name, be inſtrumental 
in reſtoring theſe to ſpiritual health, and to the uſe of their rea- 
ſon and ſoundneſs of mind, it will be a good work. | 

I had nothing in view, but in my Lord and maſter's name, 
and under the influence of his ſpirit of light, life, and love, to 
gather in this glorious day the ſheep of the barren mountains of 
a lifeleſs profeſſion, and invite them to go with me to the tent 
of the good ſhepherd of Iſrael, that we might enquire of him, 
where doſt thou feed thy ſheep, and cauſe them to reſt 
as at noon-day, 1 found thele mortals, who call them- , 
ſelves ſons of the morning light, had cloathed themſelves 
with a double, yea, with a treble garment of thick dark- 
neſs, and would not ſuffer a ray of heavenly light to enter 
into and enlighten their underſtandings. I come, faith the 
ſpirit of wiſdom, a light into the world, but men love darkneſs 
more than light, becauſe (mind the cauſe) their deeds are evil. 
I found, the ſhort time I was amongſt them, they had been 
into the water-tub, which conſtituted their viſible creed, to 
ſanftify and prepare to ſtand in the houſe of the Lord, their 
leader teaching them that was the only way to enter. 

Oh! the great—the great darkneſs that covers, as ſackcloth, 
the ſpirits of all the members of the antichriſtian churches, 
under every character, form, and ceremony; all mountains 


and hills of a barren and lifeleſs profeſſion, deſtitute of the 


living eternal power and ſpirit of God; all formal preaching, 
praying, and ſinging; all forms of religion deſtitute of living 
virtue of the quickening ſpirit of life, light, and love; all ſer- 
vices offered with polluted hands upon the altar of God, is but 
a {tink 1n his holy noſtrils, and an abomination in his- holy 
ſight. The command of divine wiſdom is, make clean firſt the 
inſide of the cup and platter, and the outſide will be clean alſo 
make the tree good at the root, and the fruit will be good 
allo. The diſpenſation is come; the axe is laid to the root of the 
corrupt tree in the heart of man, and ſhall be caſt into the fire. 
26th—1I held two meetings yeſterday. Stood long, lifted my 


the 
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the pillars of the earth trembled, the mountains ſmoked at the 
preſence of the Lord, the great deep was broken up, the foun- 
tains were unſealed, living waters flowed abundantly into the 
wilderneſs, and the wilderneſs ſhall become as a fruitful field; 
the deſert ſhall rejoice and bloſſom as the roſe joy and glad- 
neſs ſhall ſpring up therein with the voice of melody and 
thankſgiving. Before I ſtood up, a clergyman deſired me as 
a friend not to have a meeting in that place, adding, he knew 
my name. I aſked him to ſtop. If he had complied with my 
requeſt, probably I might have aſked him to read a chapter in 
the ſacred oracles. | 
I ſnould rejcice to ſee the diſciples of Martin Luther cloathed 
with a holy zeal for the noble cauſe of truth, and become in- 
ſtrumental in the hand of the moſt high God in turning the 
children of men from the evil of their ways, from darkneſs to 
light, from Satan to God. But know ye, my beloved bre- 
thren, of a truth, ye muſt experience a change being wrought 
firſt in your own hearts, a being redeemed from dead works to 
ſerve the living God in newneſs of life; ye muſt experience 
the hand of the Lord to be upon you, and his holy ſpirit to ſet 
in the temple as a refiner with fire, and a purifier of ſilver to 
cleanſe and to ſanctify you as veſſels prepared to ſtand in his 
holy ſanctuary; ye muſt firſt know the conſecrated oil to be 
poured on your heads, and wait to hear the word of the Lord, 
commanding you to prophecy in his name. | 
] believe the time is approaching wherein my Lord and 
maſter will call many of the teachers of the eſtabliſhed church 
into his work and ſervice. Probably, my brethren, a day of 
probation will come upon you—a ſtripping day. Who ſhall 
ſtand when the Lord appears in judgment? I feel much love 
to flow towards you—I know there are many of you men of 
open generous diſpoſitions—this is a good ground for the word, 
the heavenly ſeed, the ſpirit of life, light and love, to grow in, 
and to bring forth fruit to the praiſe of the good huſbandman, 
It is an age of great events, ye men of underſtanding muſt be- 
hold it, (read the 23d chapter of Ezekiel) and ſolidly conſider 
the ſtate of the two ſiſters; examine the ſtates of the two eſtab- 
liſhed Churches, Rome and England. © Aholah played the har- 
lot when ſhe was mine, and ſhe doated on her loves on the 
Aſſyrians her neighbours, which were clothed with blue captains 
and rulers, all of them deſireable young men, horſemen riding 


upon 
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upon horſes— this was the ſtate of the members of thoſe two 
churches in that day they forſook the Lord their God and put 
their truſt in the arm of fleſh. Bring it home hat hath all 
the mighty armies of Aholah done for her ?—wherefore, I 
have delivered her into the hands of her lovers into the hands 
of the Aſſyrians on whom ſhe doated.“ 

Oh the heavy -judgements that are begun! The church of 
Rome is become as a {trange woman, (to other churches) and 
her enemies have executed judgement upon her, her lovers have 
forſaken her, ſhe ſits deſolate, (read the ich verſe) and when 
her ſiſter Aholibah ſaw this, ſhe was more corrupt in her inor- 
dinate love than ſhe, and in her whoredoms more than her 
ſiſter. Oh that mine eyes were fountains of waters, that I 
might weep day and night, for the miſerable ſtate of thouſands 
of profeſſors, who are calling themſelves children of God, I 
mult be plain with you, do with me whatever my Lord and 
Maſter permits, for the exaltation of his adorable name—have 
not the members of the church of England exceeded the mem- 
bers of the church of Rome? in that wickedneſs in embruing 
their hands in the blood of many thouſand African ſlaves. My 
heart is pained, I mourn, for they are fleſh of my fleſh, and 
bone of my bone—they are my brethren and ſiſter's children of 
the ſame heavenly father. If ye would eſcape tne righteous 
judgements of the Almighty—ariſe in the firſt place ye Miniſ- 
ters of the church of England, in many of whoſe hearts I doubt 
not but the bowels of compaſſion roll towards your brethern 
and ſiſters in captivity, under the power of cruel men, which 
evidently appears from the many teſtimonies concerning them. 
J call upon you in my Lord and Maſter's name, all ye miniſ- 
ters of every ſtation of the church of England—that ye be 
clothed with the ſpirit of humanity, ſympathy and compaſſion, 
under the influence of this good ſpirit unitedly lift up your 
voices and call aloud to the firſt Miniſters of State to 
William Pitt and William Windham, my friends Grenville and 
Dundas, intreat them to come forward in this noble cauſe, and 
proclaim liberty to the captives under every bondage offer 
upon the holy altar of God a peace offering, and deliver from 
under the unjuſt inhuman yoke of oppreſſion and affliction, 
thouſands of men, women and children, againſt whom there 
appears no proof of the breach of any laws, divine or human. 
Is not this the ground of the preſent calamities? Is not the 

| | Lord 
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Lord ariſing in his ancient power, to plead the cauſe of the 
innocent, and to punthh the world for their wickedneſs ? 

Oh! ye miniſters of ſtate, bow in humble proſtration before 
the moſt high God, and pray unto him to give you wiſdom, 
that ye might be inſtrumental in his holy hands of eſtabliſhing 


a permanent peace, that we might ſit under our own vine and . 


fig tree, and none be able to make us afraid. Alas! my well 
eſteemed friends, I ſincerely deſire your welfare, and I do not 
nor ever did, believe our preſent calamity originates with you; 
but in the wickedneſs of mankind at large. But how long ſhall 
it be before you ſheath the ſword ? how long ſhall this nation 
be ruled with a rod of iron? How long, Oh! Lord God al- 
mighty, ſhall thy anger burn in thy ſore diſpleaſure againſt us 
for our abominations, for our rebellion againſt the divine laws 
writ in our hearts, and as recorded in the ſacred oracles of 
truth? We have ſinned grievoully againſt thee, and provoked 
thee to anger, pardon thou our iniquities; thou knoweſt how 
frail we are, and that we are but duſt; in this the day of thy 
fierce indignation, remember mercy, and hide thy face no 
longer from us, but lift up the light of thy glorious counte- 
nance upon us, thy backſliding children, and put thy fear 
into our hearts, that we may for ever live to adore, praiſe, and 
magnify. thy ſacred name, who art worthy for ever more, amen. 
Theſe things preſented unſought for leave them to the ſolid 
conſideration of all whom it may concern. I will ſpeak in my 
Loid and maſter's name, in his fear and dread, who 1s the 
dread of nations. Let this holy dread reſt upon your ſpirits, 
ye miniſters of ſtate, and ye miniſters of the eſtabliſhed church. 
1 doubt not but the Lord hath a people amongſt you that love 
and fear him—theſe he will hide in the hollow of his hand in the 
very near day of diſtreſs. Lift up your eyes unto the heavens, 
and behold the wonderful works of him that inhabiteth eternity, 
and folidly conſider this almighty power—that he rules in the 
armies of the heavens, and doth as he pleaſes among the inha- 
bitants of the earth, turneth and overturneth, bringeth down 
and raiſeth up, planteth and plucketh up, buildeth and pulleth 
down.—This great almighty I Am, and none befides him will 
fulfill his word. He will pull down and utterly deſtroy the 
great city of Babylon and all her ſuburbs, ſap her foundations, 
lay waſte all her fenced cities, all and every form of worthip 
that ftands in the will and wiſdom of man, and not — 
wiſdom 
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wiſdom and power of God; and he will deſtroy and utterly lay 
waſte all that miniſtry, that ſtands in the will and wiſdom of 
unregenerate man—all that running without his fending—all 
formal preaching, praying, and ſinging, and alſo formal ſilence 
—and his power, wiſdom, light, and glory, ſhall reign over 
all, Magnified be his name. There ſhall, in that day, be but 
one Lord, but one name, one flock and family, one ſhepherd, 
who will deſtroy all the wild beaſts out of the land. Query— 


What will become of the tygers and bears in my neighbourhood 


in that day? In what den will they hide themſelves? I con- 
clude man, by his ſtrong free will, hath power to transform his 
ſpirit into the nature and ſpirit of every creature; and that the 
nature and ſpirit of every creature is engraven upon the ſpirit 
of man, who is a little world of himſelf, fearfully and wonder- 
fully made. As man abides under that wiſdom which comes 
from above, he is an angel of light. | 

This leads me to reſume my hiſtory.—The people gathered 
about me & ſtood orderly. The weather proving fine at the time, 
the abovementioned clergyman walked by twice. I aſked him 
again to ſtop—he need not have been afraid of me, I did not 
go there with a pair of ſheers in my hand; I leave all this work 
to the ſhepherds in that place, and I am miſtaken if the ſhep- 
herds of the diſſenters flocks are not as deeply ſkilled in this 


buſineſs as any, although their ſkins may appear ſmoother,— 


Leopard's ſkins appear finer, but their nature is as fierce, if not 
fiercer, than other beaſts of prey. 

Marvel not at my plainneſs of ſpeech—it is my way, and 1 
have learnt it in the ſchool of reaſon “ If I ſeck to pleaſe men, 
(faith the apoſtle) I am not a ſervant of Chritt,” Theſe ſer- 
vants' weapons were not carnal, but ſpiritual, mighty, through 
the power of God, in pulling down the ſtrong holds of ſatan, 
who can and doth transform himſelf into the appearance of an 
angel of light; but his reign is ſhort—the devil and his angels 
ſhall be calt out of heaven, and no longer deceive under refined 
ſpecious religious appearances as miniſters of Chriſt. Under 
this character iniquity hath wrought in all manner of unrighteous- 
neſs. Let an examination take place in your breaſts, ye teach- 
ers and hearers under the character of diſſenters in the city of 
Norwich and county of Norfolk, more particularly the town of, 
Diſs, where my lot was lately caſt ; and before I reached the 
town, I was informed by a diſſenter, that, compared with 

0 others, 
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others, they might be ſtiled the garden of God. This garden 
produceth good fruits. The people of the Lord they dwell in 
love; but I found little amongſt them indeed, if I taſte of a 
erab, charity doth not dictate to me to call it a pearmain, or a 
golden pippin. | 
To return—I ſtood near two hours. There was ſome 
that <xpreſſed a deſire for another meeting—accordingly, I met 
the next morning at ten. 1 ſaw a company, who appeared to 
be ſome of the firſt rank in that town, ſtanding at a diſtance; 
one of them was in black. When my ſervice was over, I walked 
towards them, and remarked, if there had been any worldly 
advantage to have been received, they would not have ſtood at 
ſuch a diſtance; they readily acknowledged it. I obſerved a 
gentleman who ſtood very much like a chriſtian—I acknow- 
ledged his chriſtian deportment—found it was the clergyman 
of the pariſh—name, Wm. Manning. The people gathered 
about us, I layed my hand upon his ſhoulder and prayed to the 
moſt high God, that his bleſſing might attend the teacher of 
the people in that place, that he might be inſtrumental in lead- 
ing his flock to the fountains of living waters, and that it 
might pleaſe the Lord to carry him in the arms of his love, 
through time and all its trials, into an happy eternity, where the 
22 ſtats ſing together, and the ſons of God ſhout aloud 
or Joy. | 
I founded the trumpet—my worthy friend ſtood by my right- 
hand—I gave an account in what manner the diſſenters had 
treated me, Quakers, Baptiſts, and Methodiſts, who pretended 
to be reformers, all had refuſed me their meeting-houſes. Of 
ſuch Chriſt ſaid, many ſhall come in my name, and ſay, we 
have prophecied in thy ſtreets, and caſt out devils, and wrought 
miracles, to whom I will ſay in that day—deparc from me, ye 
workers of iniquity, I know ye not; when I was ſick and in 
priſon, ye viſited me not; hungry, and ye fed me not; a 
| ſtranger, and ye took me not in; inaſmuch as ye did it not to 
one of my little ones, ye have not done it to me, I came a 
ſtranger to that place, and none of theſe high profeſſors would 
accommodate me with their meeting-houſe ; but there ſtood a 
gentleman of the church of England and received the doctrines 
which my Lord and maſter gave me to deliver, My __ 
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kindly gave his hand, ſaying, he hoped we ſhould meet again 
in heaven. I hope ſo too. Except thoſe narrow-minded diſ- 
ſenters' hearts are changed, I have no deſire to dwell in their 
habitation. I conclude ſpiritual madmen are beſt by themſelves 
— they need no other tormentors. 5 | 
Whatever ſome of the Calviniſts boldly and lyingly ſay, con- 
cerning the ſecret decree of theAlmighty in creating of men, I teſ- 
tify man's deſtruction is of himſelf Time will not admit me to 
pour forth the vial of the wrath of the Almighty upon the heads 
of theſe, for the wrath of God is & will be more & more reveal- 
ed from heaven againſt all unrighteouſneſs, and ſpiritual wicked- 
neſs, and abominations of men. Who dare to impeach the 
noble deſigns of the Almighty in creating of men? Light is 
breaking forth out of obſcurity, to manifeſt the origin of light 
and of darkneſs, of good and of evil, of proſperity and adver- 
ſity, of wars and of peace, and harmony; light is come into 
the world, but men love darkneſs more than light, becauſe 
their deeds are evil. Man's deſtruction is of himſelf; in the 
Lord alone is his help, Help is laid on one that is mighty, to 
ſave and deliver to the uttermoſt; all that come unto him he 
will in no wiſe caſt out; the command is—look unto me and 
be ye ſaved, All ye ends of the earth, here is a univerſal call 
While ye men deſtitute of light, reaſon, and ſpiritual under- 
ſtanding, wickedly proclaim the Lord meant but a few, a ſelect 
number, and he hath not given ſpecial grace but to a ſpecial 
few, indeed and in truth, I conlude if theſe dark ſpirits have 
received the leafl degree of common grace, they have applied it to 
a very bad purpoſe, turning from the grace of God unto ſpiritual 
wantonneſs; labouring to prove all the wickedneſs of man ori- 
ginates with the Lord, whoſe tender mercies are over all his 
works, and his mercy endures for ever, and his loving kindneſs 
from one generation to another. — He is pitiful. , 
Oh! ye Inhabitants of Diſs, under the name of Calviniſts, 
behold the nature and ſpirits of your leaders, your blind guides, 
that would not receive a ray of light to ſhine in and upon you; 
would not receive the Lord's ſervant, his meſſenger, whom he 
ſent in his name, into any of their aſſemblies. But hear, ye 
idle ſhepherds, the good ſhepherd of Iſrael will take his flock 
out of your hands under his own protection, and he will deſtroy 
the wild beaſts out of the land. Where will the lions and leo- 
E 2 pards 
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r hide themſelves in that tremendous day? What have 
eaſts of prey, in nature and ſpirit, to do amongſt the ſneep of 
the heavenly fold? 44 
Oh ! the dreadful conſequence of an unſanctified, dark, un- 
enlightened miniſtry amongſt the diſſenters, who differs in ap- 
pearance but in the root, and are of the ſame nature and ſpirit 
as others, whom God hath not ſent. Yea, theſe pretended re- 
formers are the greateſt deceivers—under a cloak, they keep 
their hearers in darkneſs, neither enter the kingdom of light 
themſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe that would. Oh! ye rejecters of 
the word of the Lord—Oh! ye deſpiſers of the little ſervant of 
God, becauſe ye have rejected his word and his ſervant, my 
Lord and maſter hath rejected you, and he will take the crown 
from off your head, and place a crown of twelve ſtars upon the 
bride, the lamb's wife. 
Come ye honeſt-hearted in and about the town of Diſs to the 
marriage ſupper of the Lamb, (the true church) who hath 
made herſelf ready. Bleſſed are thoſe who are called to the 
marriage ſupper ;—he that will may come and eat of the dain- 
ties of the houſe of our Lord. The mountains ſhall drop with 
new wine, and the hills ſhall low with milk. Come ye ſheep of 
the Lord's paſture—come tender lambs from the den of lions 
and mountains of leopards—come ye and go with me to the 
mountain of myrrh, and the hill of frankincenſe—come and go 
with. me to the mountain of the Lord, to the houſe of the God 
of Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, for he hath promiſed 
to be the teacher, light, and leader of his flock and family.— 
The people of the Lord are all taught of the Lord, and in 
righteouſneſs they are eſtabliſhed, My ſpirit is cloathed with 
the ſpirit of light and love; T write as I receive immediately 
from the fountain of wiſdom, from the ſpring of heavenly un- 
derſtanding. Come, ye thirſty heavenly babes, and drink, 
plentiful draughts of the ſtreams of that pure river that is clear 
as chryſtal, proceeding from the throne of God. This ſets 
forth the heavenly doctrines that are delivered under the power - 
ful influence of pure diſintereſted love; thoſe who drink of theſe 
waters will thirſt no more after the polluted waters (doctrines) 
which flow from the polluted veſſels of the little merchants of 
Babylon. Mourn bitterly all ye of whatever refined character 
or appearance ye may deceitfully cloath yourſclves with; theſe 
truths preſented unſought for, 
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But to return—it was matter of joy to me to find one good 
ſpirit that by its fruit manifeſted itſelf to be an angel of light, dwel- 
ling in a habitation cloathed in a garment of black—one of te 
diſciples of that noble reformer, according to his knowledge, 
Martin Luther. Oh! ye miniſters of the eftabliſhed church, I 
have hopes of you in the approaching day ofheavenly viſitation, 
of your being made inſtrumental, in the hands of the Lord, in 
carrying on the great work of reformatian and reſtoration, re- 
generation and univerſal ſalvation. I ſay, I have great hopes of 
your being called into the garden of God, and, under his di- 
vine direction, plant again a noble plant of truth and righteouſ- 
neſs; that it may take deep root, and its branches ſpread and 
fill the whole land. Humble yourſelves under the mighty hand 
of God, and ſubwit to the operation of his good ſpirit, and he 
will form you a people to the praiſcand glory of his great and 
eternal name. Light is ariſing; the day ſpring from on high 
hath this day viſited you—-you that ſit in darkneſs have ſeen æ 
great light. Light is fown "i the righteous, and joy and glad- 
neſs for the upright in heart. The ground of my hope in you 
is, there is a generous, open, good, natural diſpoſition, which is 
a good ground, when cultivated, for the ſeed of the kingdom to 
grow in; the ſeed of grace, of truth, light, and love. I am 
comfortable in your company, and indeed I very unwilliagly 
leave you to return into the company of ſclf-righteous phariſees ; 
but I muſt proceed on my journey, or I ſhall make my ſeven 
days journal as long as ſome do in ſeven years. After my ſer- 
vice for that time was over at Diſs, | went in the evening to 
Dickleburgh, and held a meeting in the ſtreet. 
27th. —l1 held a large and camfortable meeting at Stratton.— 
A worthy widow-woman was ſo kind as to lend a barn, and 
furniſh us with ſeats. The people received the doctrines of 
truth; ſhowers of heavenly rain plentifully deſcended, as upon 
the dry ground in the deſert. May it pleaſe him, with whom 
is all power, to make the wilderneſs to become as a fruitful 
field, and the deſert to bloſſom as the roſe, and joy and glad- 


neſs to ſpring up therein with the voice of melody and thank(= 
giving, Thoſe who receive and hear the ſervant, receive and 


hear the maſter, who is calling by his ſervants to the children 

of men to come into his vineyard and work, | 
Come thou that readeſt thele lines into thine own vineyard, and 

examine the ſtate of the ground of thy own heart, and the fruit 


which 
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which thy tree bringeth forth; art thou tranſlated out of the 
wild olive and grafted into the good vine? doſt thou experience 
the ſap, life, and virtue, to ariſe from the root of life? doſt 
thou feel the powerful influence and inſpiration of the pure 
ſpirit of God moving thee to every good action? doſt thou feel 
its living virtue to beget heavenly life? doſt thou feel living 
__ and ſupplication to aſcend to thy heavenly father for his 
lefling, and that he would feed thee with the bread of eternal 
life? The ſpirit of wiſdom is come to take up her reſidence 
in the hearts of the children of men, that they may have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly, feel its influence 
from time to time to preſerve life in that living body, the holy 
Emanuel, that we might be baptized together, and Jivingly 
feel our ſtation in that body; the hand not taying to the ſoot, | 
have no need of thee, for we ſtand in need of one another's 
help. Oh! that pure divine love might flow as a river and 
cement our hearts together, that we might be one another's joy 
in the Lord. 
Io return I went from Stratton to Taſburgh; the man 
who had the care of the meeting-houſe belonging to the people 
called Quakers told me, he had orders not to let me come on 
the premiſes; a farmer juſt by lent me his barn; the meeting 
began at ſix o'clock, and it was ten before J got to Norwich, — 
The weak body ſufficiently weary—two meetings that day— 
ſtood long, and my voice ſtrong, next morning I concluded it 
was high time to lower my fails, and as I had appealed to 
the reaſon of others, I ought to hearken to the voice of 
reaſon in my own breaſt, leaſt I ſhould be hurt by my exer- 
tions, although in a good cauſe; yet as cauſes produce their 
effects, and prudence teaches man to lay no more on nature 
than it can bear, this may prove a caution to others, who, with 
me, may conclude they are called to the work of the Lord, 
who 1s a good maſter, and requires no more of his ſervants 
than they are able to perform, A friend adviſed—John, if 
thou believe thou art called into ſervice, move in that ſervice 
in ſuch a manner as not to — thy conſtitution, and render 
thylelf incapable of holding on thy way. I conclude it is beſt 
for me not to 1} with ſuch a raiſed/-up voice; but, alas ! 
what is man in Ms beſt eſtate as man, a very poor and weak 
creature, encept he is ſtrengthened by the hand of the mighty 
God of Jacob. = | . 
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29th—Felt my ſpirit drawn to attend the meeting of the peo- 
le called Quakers at Taſburgh, and to carry my good book, the 
Bible, in my hand. I prayed nothing more might be required of 


 me—yet1 felt a degree of reſignation, I fat down on a ſide ſeat, 


my ſpirit was deeply humbled, 1 wept, and after a while ſaid, let a 
ſpirit of ſympathy prevail in your minds towards a tried brother. 
That I ſhould not hurt them, I ſtood up and informed them, 
when I came to that place, I had nothing in view but to bring 
that good book, the bible, in my hand; a cabinet of precious 
jewels. While ſitting with them, a prayer aroſe in my heart to 
the Lord, that his bleſſing might reſt upon the ſhepherds of the 
flock in that place, that they might lead them to the fountains 
of living waters, and that they would read the ſcriptures—a 
ſtream flowing from and leading to the fountain of the waters 
of life, & har had a teſtimony to bear againſt all forms, formal 
eaching, praying, ſinging, and ſilence, and that the ſpirit of 
ife from God had entered into the two witneſſes, the ſpirits 
of light and love—theſe two witneſſes had aſcended above all 
dead forms in a cloud into heaven (the new church). Reaſon 
tells me, that forms, without the life and power of God, are 
like to a body without the ſpirit; as to the mere form of ſilence, 
it is the moſt ſtupid, dull, ignorant, ſleeping 1dol, that ever 
man made fince the creation of the world, and I am ready to 
give my reaſon for this concluſion. I acknowledge in the 
morning of the day of heavenly viſitation, the predeceſſors of 
the preſent generation were drawn out of all dead forms, in that 
diſpenſation, to fit in ſilence before the Lord, and to wait upon 
bin in the ſilence of all fleſh, that they might renew This 
heavenly ſtrength, being in a humble prepared ſtate, waiting 
upon God in the ſincerity and integrity of their hearts. 


The moſt high bowed the heavens and came down and over⸗ 


ſhadowed their ſolemn aſſemblies with the wing of his love and 
glory—the glory of God reſted upon their tabernacle ; bur, 
alas ! what is the preſent ſtate of that people, more particularly 


the City of Norwich. The glory is in a great meaſure departed 


from Iſrael, the Lord hath covered Sion with a cloud in his 
anger, and caſt down from heaven to earth the beauty of Iſrael. 
Wnat is the cauſe of this, for the cauſe produceth the effects; 
the cauſe is, I conclude, the leaders amongſt them have forſaken 
the Lord, the fountain and well-ſpring of all ſpiritual and tem- 
poral bleſſings; the ground that is often watered by the _— 
ct 
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falleth from heaven upon the earth, and bringeth forth briars 
and thorns, is nigh unto curſing, and its end is, to be burned; 
the ſcriptures are fulfilled. J am a witneſs for the Lord who 
hath ſent many precious ſervants to water the vineyard. 
Oh! the heavenly viſitations, the children of the faithful ſer- 
vants of God have been favoured with the deſcending of heavenly 
dew, the ſhowers of celeſtial rain my ſoul have experienced, 
whilſt I was amongſt this people, but, alas! the falling away, 
the degeneracy, the departing in heart from God, the falling 
away from their firſt love, their lamps are gone out, very little 
oil Icft in their veſſels. Come thou virgin daughter of Sion, and 
mourn bitterly with me; let our eyes be as fountains of waters; 
let us weep day and night for the ſlain of the daughter of my 
ople. How doth Sion ſit as a deſolate widow ; alas! for you, 
my beloved brethren, had ye ſtood in the counſel of the holy 
one of Iſrael, ye ſhould have been called the repairers of breaches, 
and the reſtorers of paths to walk in ; but how art thou falling ? 
how doth thy ancient men lie dead in the ſtreets of formality, 
and thy young men and maidens are carried away into captivity, 
into the vain faſhions and cuſtoms of a world that lies in wicked- 
refs. I write theſe truths with ſorrow of heart. | 
[ ſhould rejoice to behold Sion to ſhine in her antient beauty 


and glory. It would be cauſe of great joy to behold the mem- 


ers of this ſociety to ſhine as bright ſtars in the firmament of 
the new heavens, created by the all-powerful, living, eternal 
Word. My ſoul rejoices in a diſtant proſpect of this glorious 
diſpenſation, wherein all ſighing and ſorrow ſhall be done away. 
O! this glorious day, foretold by many precious ſervants of 
God in former diſpenſations—a day of univerſal peace, love, 
and harmony—a day wherein the fountains of living waters 
ſhall be opened to thoſe that will come and drink of the waters 
of life frecly. | 
Io return again to the meeting at Taſburgh—after I had 
borne my teſtimony againſt all dead forms, a young woman 
ſtood up, and ſaid, John, ſit down, and do not dilturb the 
meeting.” I anſwered Government allowed liberty of con- 
ſcience, and there was liberty in the primitive church for every 
one to exerciſe the gift which God had given them—that her's 
was not the voice ot the aſſembly, nor the voice of the Lord, 


whole command was and is—*< He that hath my word, let him 


ſpeak my word' — ſaich the Lord, 
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I felt but little room to receive the word of the Lord, ſat 

down and opened my good book. The firſt paſſage that pre- 
ſented was the firſt chapter of Jeremiah, When he wrote it, 
he appeared to be in a ſimilar ſtate of trial; it adminiſtered 
ſome encouragement, and, marvellous to relate, at the firſt 
appearance of the united teſtimonies of Moſes and the prophets, 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, into any public religious meeting of the 
people called Quakets, I conclude, for one hundred and fifty 
years, five dry-bones* ſtood up, one after another, and made 
a noiſe, as much as reaſonably could be expected. If the 
teſtimonies delivered by Moſes and the prophets, Chriſt and his 
apoſtles, under the influence and inſpiration of the ſpirit of life, 
light, and love, were read in child-like ſimplicity from the 
ſame living eternal word, I do believe it would be a means to 
revive again the life of religion amongſt this once highly 
favoured people. I may remark alſo, I was never publicly 
oppoſed in this meeting before. One of the talleſt men amongſt 
them, under the title of an elder, the time before I ſpoke in that 
place, made a good diſtinCtion, ſaying, © Uncle, we can ad- 
mit thy ſpeaking amongſt us, being a ſtranger; hadſt thou 
been a member, and under dealing, we could not have admit- 
ted of it.” But it will be well for the leaders of that flock to 
apply to the divine oracle, the gift of God in themſelves, to 
know what ſpirit it was that influenced them to treat me in that 
unkind manner—to condemn me as a diſturber of their meeting 
without trial or proof of the breach of any laws, either human 
or divine, contrary to that divine law, thou ſhalt love thy neigh - 
bour as thyſelf, & do unto all men as thou wouldeſt they ſhould 
do unto thee, Is not the preſent cloud of darkneſs which co- 
vers your religious aſſemblies ſufficient to humble your ſpirits ? 
If the light in men become darkneſs, how great is that dark- 
neſs if men love darkneſs more than light, and will not ſuffer a 
ray of light, flowing from the beams of the ſun of righteouſneſs, 
to ſhine into and enlighten their underftandings? The cauſe 
lies in themſelves—the appearance of the Son of God, (the 
ſpirit of wiſdom, light, and love) in all ages, has been contrary 
to the comprehenſion of human wiſdom. How. was my maſter's 
2ountenance marred more than any man's in the fight of the 
=ulers among the phariſees ? they deſpiſed his mean appearance. 
Hath it not been the ſtate of the prieſts and elders of every 
F religious 
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religious fociety in all ages; when their hearts have been ſhut 
vp with ſpiritual pride, having a little power, and making a 
bad uſe of it. | 

Theſe remarks will not hurt the honeſt hearted. —I have a 
right to plead my innocent cauſe with my oppoſers. Are you 
not moving under the influence of the ſame dark evil ſpirit that 
oppoſed the work of the Lord in all ages, and would ye not 
have treated my Lord and maſter in the ſame manner? Bring 
this matter home. If you who are parents put bread into the 
hands of any of your ſervants or children, & command them to 
hand it to your family; and if any one of your ſervants, who de- 
pended on your bounty for bread, was to preſume to tie your 
ſervants or childrens' hands, and not only ſo, but condemn 
them for deceivers and diſturbers, what would ye not do ? Doth 
not my Lord and maſter declare, it is better a millſtone was 
tied about his neck and caſt into the ſea, than to offend any one 
of his little ones; and thoſe that touch his children, touch the 
apple of his eye. I 
Let theſe truths be a warning to make you more tender and 
cautious for the time to come, that the Lord may not hide the 
light of his glorious countenance from you. To condemn the 
innocent 1s an abomination in his holy ſight. I never was op- 
poſed in either Taſburgh or Norwich before I carried the Bible 
in my hand in a public manner. A jealouly hath laid hold on 
my ſpirit, The love of my Lord and maſfer doth not dwell in 
you. I give my reaſons for my concluſion: if ye loved the 
maſter, ye would love his ſervants alſo. I do teſtify in this 
public manner, I moved in the ſimplicity of my heat, under a 
ſtrong apprehenſion of duty required of me. 

went from Taſburgh to Tivetſhall, and held a meeting on 
the common ; and, as I received ability, preached the goſpel 
to the poor freely. Doctrines ſhined as the morning. All truth 
publiſhed under the influence of the ſpirit of light and love, are 
as rays of light flowing from the ſun of righteouſneſs, and as 
celeſtial ſhowers deſcending upon the tender plants. Next day, 
being the laſt of the ſeven, I returned home in peace to Deop- 
ham. 
Jam free to inform the reader, the next morning, the 31ſt, 
I awoke early—fell again into a ſleep dreamed I paſſed over 
and took a view of the four quarters of the globe, and then my 
ſpirit aſcended into heaven, and beheld, with an eye of faith, the 

| | inhabitants 
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inhabitants of the celeſtial regions prepared to deſoend to en- 
lie hten the inhabitants of the earth that glorious diſpenſation, 

wherein the light, knowledge, and glory of God ſhall cover the 
earth, as the waters cover the ſea, appears pointed forth in the 
viſion of the ſeven ſpirits of God going forth into all the earth. 
What a wonderful change this will make! good reigning over 
the evil, light ſhining out of and diſperſing the groſs darkneſs 
that at preſent covers the earth as ſackcloth. I conclude the 
ſpirit of man, when ſeparated from this prifon of clay, is as 
quick as thought, and paſs thouſands of miles in 4 
moment. This ſubject 1 ſhall leave to others better acquainted 
with the nature and operation of the ſpirit of man. 

I awoke and again fell into another ſleep, and beheld three 
monſters, about the ſize of a calf two years old, they had neither 
horns nor hair—they had neither ſpiritual flrength nor covering 
to hide their nakedneſs ; one laid at my right hand, by the ſide 
of a deep pit of water, the other two laid an my left, one be- 
fore the other. This particular dream, I conclude, repreſents 
three ſtates. To conlude this preſent work, I ſhall only make 
a ſhort remark. Query—doth not the monſter on my right 
hand, deſtitute of horns or hair, or ſpiritual life, by the ſide of 
a deep pit of water, repreſent the inward [tate of the Calviniſt 
Baptiſts teachers. It will be well for every one of this tribe, 
who are darkly, groſsly, and unjuſtly impeaching and accuſing 
the wiſdom and juſtice of the moſt high God, who declares, as 
I live, faith the Lord, I deſire not the death ot him that di s 
but rather that he ſhould return and live. Will any mortal be 
10 deſperately wicked as to ſay, this is not true, for thou haſt * 
decreed the damnation of the greateſt part of mankind. I ho- 
neſtly confeſs my zeal for the honour and glory of the God of 
heaven—the fountain of all good is kindled againſt theſe diabo- 
Jical ſpirits and their horrible conjectures, ſtrange and dark de- 
luſions—and in my next work I propoſe, by divine permiſſion, 
to take theſe dark ſpirits under my public notice—ſpirits that 
wilfully harden their hearts againſt God, and againſt the many 
noble teſtimonies his ſervants have borne, in various ages, con- 
cerning his wiſdom, juſtice, and tender compaſſion ; that his 
mercy endureth for ever, and his loving kindneſs from one 
generation to another—yet, with deep ſorrow may it be ſaid, 
too many give this truth the he; their hearts waxing grols, they 
refuſe to be healed, Let thoſe that are filthy be filthy 2 
” F 2 an 
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and be buried in their pollution yet I will, as J am abilitated, 
ſtep in between the living and the dead, and, according to the 
ſtrength given, labour to ſtop this epidemical diſtemper from 
ſpreading any farther in the city of Norwich and county of 
Norfolk, in and about the town of Diſs. Prepare yourſelves 
for battle, bring forth your reaſons, let truth be honoured and 
exalted, and let the proud Luciferian ſpirit of man be abaſed, for 
the Lord will give power to his ſervants to tread upon the neck 
of lions, leopards, and dragons, and over all ſerpents, and it 
they drink any deadly*poiſon, they ſhall not he hurt thereby. 
To return to the remaining part of my dream II ſaw a man, 
in a light drab coat, who gave me a violent blow upon my 
breaſt, which endangered my life. This part was ſoon fulfilled. 
Io days after, as I was on my way from Norwich home, my 
Horſe. loſt a ſhoe—I ſtopped to have another put on I ſaw an 
old acquaintance at a little diſtance, I drew nigh to him, and 
in that freedom which is natural to me, innocently gave him 
an account of my laft journey, alſo what paſſed at Taſburgh 
meeting, and what effect the appearance of the bible had on the 
dry bones, remarking, if I came to Norwich meeting, I muſt 
bring my bible with me, as this was not contrary to their prin- 
ciples—mentioned the words of B. Barclay, their great apoſtle. 
« Our adverſary ſaith, Chriſt went into the Jews ſynagogue 
and read a chapter, and -Peter ſpoke from a .paſſage in the 
prophet Joel.” Anſwer—lf they allow this was not done in a 
formal manner, but under the immediate influence of the ſpirit 
of the Lord, we highly approve it. The poor man appeared 
ſuddenly ſeized with a ſpiritual phrenzy, violently charging me 
with perverting their principles, and being a diſturber of their 
meetings, declaring I was a ranter, I told him he had bade 
me ſit down, and not diſturb the meeting in the country—this 
he declared was a lie; but I can bring many witneſles to prove 
the truth of it. Ag 
This ſudden, cruel, and unjuſt attack upon my character and 
conduct had a great effect upon my tender ſpirits and conſtitu- 
tion. I had about ten miles to go home it rained faſt ] got 
home, and went to bed. Whatever the cauſe, or probably 
from a mixture of cauſes, the effects had like to have proved 
fatal. I called up my houſekeeper and maid ſervant, informing 
them, I knew not but I was going from time to eternity, for 
] appeared to be in that ſtraight paſſage—remarked, if I 5 
| * 
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be removed, to tell my friends I firmly believed I had been 
in the way of my duty in my laſt journey. My maſter informed 
his diſciples it was impoſſible but offences ſhould come; but 
woe be to them by whom they came. 

I ſhall not expoſe this man's name nor ſituation, for I con- 
clude any remark I may make will not bring him to a ſenſe 
of his unchriſtian conduct; it is a dreadful ſtate for a man that 
hath been once enlightened, and experienced divine love to flow 
into his veſſels—if he falls, it is hard to reſtore this ſtate again 
by repentance, Malice maketh a man mad - mad- men in 
temporal and religious matters make mad work. Many have 
been ſo mad as to conclude they have been doing God ſervice 
in putting to death his children. The beſt remedy I can pro- 
poſe for theſe ſpirits, who call themſelves, and are called by 
others, ſpiritual judges that, for the time to come, before 
they paſs ſentence on any, to place human reaſon on their right 
hand, and hear and obey its voice. Madneſs muſt have 
ſtrangely laid hold of the brains of men, who pretend to move 
under the influence of heavenly wiſdom and divine underſtand- 
ing, yet are not able to give a reaſon for their concluſions, I 
do not remember this dreadful malady coming under public 
notice. I confeſs where this dreadful diſtemper has taken root 
I conſider them as incurable, yet if I can be inſtrumental in 
preventing it ſpreading farther, I ſhall be ſatisfied. : 

Oh! the fatal effects of ſpiritual pride, which I have ſeen ! 
how have divers favoured fpirits fallen in the day of trial !— 
The ſtate of Saul, might be a warning——who was 
choſen, appointed, and anointed king over a great people—a 
day of trial fell to his lot, which is the common lot of man, to 
prove his faithfulneſs to his bountiful benefactor. The prophet 
told him rebellion was as the fin of witchcraft, and ſtubborn- 
nels as iniquity and idolatry. Becauſe thou haſt rejected the 
word of the Lord, he hath alſo rejected thee from being king. 
The ground of this man's madneſs laid in rebellion and ſtub- 
bornneſs. Saul's ſervants ſaid unto him, behold now an evil 
ſpirit from God troubleth thee, and they adviſed him to ſeek 
out a man who was a cunning player on the harp. David was 
ſent to coutt, and it came to paſs, when the mad fit ſeized upon 
Saul's brain, then David took a harp and played with his hand, 
ſo Saul was refreſhed and was well. Here we have a clear 
account of the cauſe, the effect, and the remedy for ſpiritual 
| | 173 mad men 
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mad- men that had been amongſt the prophets this mad- man, 
in one of his fits, caſt a javelin at David, who eſcaped with 
his life, and he ſmote his javelin in the wall. 

I have had a narrow eſcape with my natural life: the violent 

attack and unjuſt condemnation had a ſtrong impreſſion on my 
tender ſpirits, which from the effects of a mixture of cauſes, 
as I before obſerved, had nearly proved fatal but praiſes be 
to him who lives for ever and ever, becauſe he lives, his ſer- 
vants alſo live their appointed time, and not a hair of their 
heads ſhall fall to the ground without divine permiſſion. This 
ſame ſon of duſt, ten years ſince, faid, “ John, I believe thou 
art under a deluſion,” (it was on account of my miniſtry); but 
his reaſons for this dark concluſion are yet hid in the chamber 
of his own dark imagination. 
I fincereiy hope theſe remarks may prove as a caution to 
mortals how they ſtrike forth their hands againſt the little 
deſpiſed diſciples, for their teſtimony which their Lord and 
maſter give to bear in his name amongſt the people called 
Quakers. The Lord brought this people as a flock out of 
Egypt, but there are many wolves in ſheeps' cloathing that 
have crept in amongſt them, whoſe nature is to worry the ten- 
der lambs. The controverſy of the Moſt High is againſt theſe 
ſpirits; and in my Lord and Maſter's name I teſtify his bleſſing 
will not attend them—the good ſhepherd in his own time will 
either deſtroy the beaſts of prey out of the land, or take his 
ſheep and lambs under his own care and protection. 

I acknowledge theſe remarks are very clole—I wiſh they 
may have their deſired effect, if not in curing, yet in prevent- 
ing this epidemical diſtemper from ſpreading in this City and 
County. Read your ſtates all ye who have been purſuing and 
hunting, as a partridge upon the mountains, the ſervants of the 
Lord, that have been moving in his fear and love in the good 
work of reformation; you that have been bending your bows, 
and ſhooting your arrows, this 1s your portion—a draught is 
vpon her waters, (all your ſprings of conſolation are dried up) 
for it is a land of graven images, and they are mad upon their 
idols, therefore the wild beaſts of the deſerts, with the wild beaſts 
of the iſland, ſhall dwell there, and the owls ſhall dwell there- 
in. Alas! is the fold, called by the name of the good ſhep- 
herd of Iſrael, become an habitation for wild beaſts to dwell in, 
and ſhall theſe beaſts of piey take upon them the — 
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of the flock of God. The eye of the good ſhepherd hath ſeen 
theſe ſpirits; he doth not own them, he hath not appointed 
them in his wiſdom—nay, no beaſt of prey ſhall tread upon 
his holy mountain: the voice of oppreſſion is not to be heard 
within her borders. Theſe ſpirits of Antichriſt, under all cover- 
ings and characters, have had their day: their ſun is ſer, the 
ſhadows of the evening are coming ſuddenly over them —their 
day is turned into darkneſs, I ſing a ſong of praiſe, concern - 
ing the work of his hand, in building and pulling down in 
planting and plucking up the briars and thorns in his plantation 
—all power is with him. 

My advice is to the reader—to let the dread of him, who is 
the dread of nations, lay hold of thy ſpirit - ſtand in awe, and 
ſin not take not upon thee any office in his church, flock, or 
family, without his divine appointment—who ſaith, my theep 
know my voice, and the voice of a ſtranger they will not fol- 
low. 1 put them forth, and go before them, and lead them 
into green paſtures.” "Theſe, and theſe only, are his miniſters, 
that are led and guided by his good fpirit to every good work 
and ſervice. Amen, 
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LETTERS 


(No. 1 is miſlaid,) 


(No. 2.) 
Dear Sir | 
; Diſs, July 23, 1798. 


BY your giving one letter upon another, it's evident 
that you ſuppoſe yourſelf called to this place; but as I under- 
ſtand the country where you reſide is covered with thick dark- 
neſs, it appears to me you ought to be at work there, 

Our place, compared with others, may be ſtiled the Garden 
of God—we have line upon line, precept upon precept. It will 
be well for us if we ſufficiently adhere it. I eſteem you as a 


ſervant of the moſt high God ; but, as charity begins at home, 
| I think 
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I think you ought to conſider your own country firſt : when 
they are all Light, then is your time to emigrate, I remain, in 
! bonds of chriſtian love, 
| | Dear Sir, 


Your humble ſervant, 
R. C. 


P. S. I: ſhould hope that my plainneſs will not hurt your 
mind, as I myſelf approve much of your preaching, and, had 
I opportunity, would come to the Doctor's to hear you, but I 
find neither of our parties“ here are inclined to admit you 
bow the Quakers are diſpoſed you muſt undoubtedly know, 
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I received thine —My maſter hath not ſent 
me to entgr.into controverſy, but to gather in his name, and 
under the. influence of the ſpirit of wiſdom, light, and love, the 
Poor fcattered ſheep. of the barren mountain of a lifeleſs profeſ- 
ſion. Come thou from the den of lions, and from the moun- 

tain of leopards, and go with me to the mountain of myrrh, 
and the hill of frankincenſe. I come not to fleece, but to feed 

with heavenly food the hungry: if thou art rich and full, and 

- want nothing, ſtay at home. Thou write, thou © eſteem me 

as a ſervant of the moſt high God“ — if ſo, thole that reject the 

ſervant, reject the maſter. My brethren ſaid, they knew they 
were of God, and they- that were of God heard them, My 

Lord and maſter 1 believe hath a people in this place, and that 

he will ſend his ſervants and gather a flock, let the hireling 

'J miniſters do what they can to prevent a ray of light to ſhine 

| upon their ſpirits. I think thy eyes want another touch—want 

 anointing with eye ſalve. | 
| Thy faithful friend, 


. 3 18 * bo 
© Difs, 25th 61h month, 1798. 4 JOHN BOUSELL. 
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Dear Friend, 
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* Methodiſts and Baptiſts, 


